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MISSIONS JUDGED BY THEIR SUCCESS.

Missions for the propagation of Christianity among the heathen can no
longer be regarded as doubtful experiments. The grounds of attack and de-
fence, therefore, have undergone an entire change. Thirty or forty years ago,
such undertakings were represented by those who opposed them, as fanati-

cal and Utopian ; as begun under the influence of a misguided zeal, and never
likely to answer the purpose, or reward the benevolent exertions and sacrifices

of their projectors.

The friends who espoused the cause, knew too well the nature of the work
in which they had embarked, to be put down or discouraged by this mode
of assailing them. Their enterprise was founded on a correct knowledge of
the nature of Christianity, as a message from God to man, and as adapted
to all the diversified evils which belong to his fallen nature. They were fully

persuaded that it was the will of God the gospel should be preached to every
creature; and that, though they might err in the selection of instruments, or in

the choice of spheres of action, God would regard with approbation the effort

to promote his glory, and sooner or later smile upon it with success. Success,
come when it might, however, they never alleged as the proper ground of their

engaging in the work. They knew that it was the prerogative of God alone to

give it in answer to prayer, and in connection with effort, while it was their

duty in faith and patience to wait for it.

I grant that if success in such a cause were indefinitely delayed, it would
lead to some important considerations. It would induce suspicions as to the
nature of the work attempted ; as to the construction put upon the revelation of
the will of God; and, finally, as to the divine origin and design of Christianity

itself. For if any part of the communication from heaven be clearer than ano-
ther, it is the intimation, that the blessings of the gospel, as they are adapted to

all, so they are destined by God to be enjoyed by all the nations of the earth.

If, therefore, all attempts to propagate the gospel should fail, it would follow
either that we are incapable of understanding its revelation, or that something
of a very mysterious nature belongs to the designs of God respecting it.

So far from being under the necessity of looking at the subject in this light,

we have been furnished with evidence of the most satisfactory kind, that the
experiment has succeeded to the full extent, if not of the wishes, at least of the

expectations of those who have tried it ; that in every instance where the at-

tempt has been judiciously made by proper instruments, and sufficiently per-
severed in, success to a greater or less extent has taken place; and that on
the whole, the results have been so satisfactory, as to present a complete an-
swer to every objection, and the fullest encouragement to proceed.

There is such a thing as being impatient of labor, or of waiting for its re-

sults ; of entertaining too magnificent ideas of the amount of our own doings
;

and of assuming the attitude of menace and reproach, because every thing is
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not according to our mind. It is possible too to forget, that when a gigantic

superstructure is to be raised, a platform or foundation of proportionate extent
must be laid. It seems to be expected by many, that the cupola should be
rising into view, before there has been time to accomplish the work under
ground. It is overlooked, that a very large portion of the work which has been
done by missionary societies and missionaries, during the last thirty or forty

years, has been chiefly preparatory in its nature. Much labor has been em-
ployed to overcome difficulties and obstacles which stood in the way of the

work at home, or of its introduction into various countries abroad. The
efforts required to subdue positive hostility to missionary undertakings have
been great, and required much wisdom and perseverance. To have succeed-
ed thus far in commanding public confidence and approbation, is alone of
vast moment to the future interests of the work. Jt is but within a few years

that the cause has acquired the appearance of magnitude, or that the operations
have been conducted on a scale at all worthy of it, or of the persons who
espouse it. Yet we are already told that our success is nothing, compared with

our means.
Many of our most valuable and efficient missionaries have been employed

rather as pioneers, than as regular soldiers; their time and talents have been
chiefly devoted to the compilation of grammars and dictionaries of new and
difficult languages ; to the translation of the scriptures, and of other valuable

works, into those languages; to the forming of systems, and conducting semi-

naries and schools for education ; in short, to the construction of a vast appa-
ratus of means for attack and defence, which may be more extensively and
effectually employed by others than by themselves. What has absorlied the

chief part of the time, strength and talents of the Baptist missionaries at Seram-
pore ?—translations, dictionaries, schools and school books. The same remark
will apply to many of the missionaries belonging to the London Missionary So-
ciety, in India, China, and the Chinese Archipelago. In Madagascar, in the

Mediterranean, and in Siberia, a great part of their employment has been of this

description.

To have overcome the difficulties which were iu the way of these prelimi-

nary objects, ought not to be regarded as a small matter. I am aware I shall

be told that these are, after all, but means, however important they may be in

themselves. I answer they are ends as well as means. They are legitimate

objects of Christian labor
;
many of them will not require to be done again;

and the man who has accomplished them ought not to be considered by his

brethren as having lived in vain.

Is it nothing, considering the vast fabric of superstition, idolatry, and op-

pression, which we have begun to assail, that a slight vibration only begins to

be perceptible ? Our success ought not to be estimated merely by the cost and
labor employed, but in connection with the opposition which we have to en-

counter. In this point of view our means are really insignificant. With our

feeble energies directed against hundreds of millions, is it nothing that a few
outposts have been carried? that some alarm has been created? that the sound
of war has penetrated the lines, and been heard even in the centre of the

camp? All this it seems is nothing, because we have not carried the main for-

tress ; or at least overcome a large portion of the enemy.

It is not correct, that there has been little success even in the work of con-

version, where the proper means have been employed. Are the conversions of

the South Sea islanders forgotten ? Both in regard to numbers, and to the

effects of the gospel on the individuals, these conversions have no parallel, ex-

cept in those of apostolic times. But not to look exclusively at the work in this

quarter, I am not afraid to assert, that, with few exceptions, wherever fit men
have been employed in directly addressing the heathen on the subject of Chris-

tianity, they have not labored in vain; and that the success which has followed

laborious and persevering exertion will bear a fair comparison, all things con-

sidered, with what takes place among ourselves. 1 challenge inquiry on this

subject; and refer for the truth and accuracy of my statement to many parts of

India, and Africa; and to the West Indian Missions, belonging to the Mora-

vians, the Wesleyan Methodists, and the Baptists.

Instead, therefore, of pouring forth complaint and discouragement, it becomes

us to adopt the language of thanksgiving, and to humble ourselves before God
for our own unbelief and unprofitableness. The failure has been on our part,

\
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not on God's ; and when we are prepared " to consecrate ourselves to the Lord,
and our gain to the God of the whole earth," we shall be strengthened by
him " to beat in pieces many people, and gather them as sheaves into the
floor."

—

Rev. Wm. Orme.

THE REASONS WHICH MAY JUSTIFY QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS IN DE-

CLINING THE MISSIONARY SERVICE.

What reasons are sufficient to justify an individual qualified for missionary
service, declining that service, and spending his days at home?—I would sug-

gest the following general considerations.

1st. The evangelization of the world is given in charge by Christ himself to

his disciples generally ; consequently, while the work remains unaccomplished
it is binding upon all. And each individual disciple must conceive himself as

specifically included in it, unless he be able to show good cause of exemption.
The aged, the very young, the weak in bodily health or mental capacity, are,

without difficulty, struck off the roll of those to whom the charge applies in

the way of personal engagement in the service of Christ. With them we
have, therefore, at present nothing to do. We have before us men qualified for

the work, but deliberating whether they ought to be exempted on other

grounds.
2d. As Christ does not require any one to put himself into actual service

as a minister or missionary by breaking through the established rule of duty in

ordinary life, so he cannot approve of any one forsaking unwarrantably any part

of duty in order to engage personally in the work of an evangelist to the hea-

then : consequently there is a danger of entering upon it uncalled and unap-
proved, as well as a danger of criminally declining it. But,

3d. The nature of this service is such that there is little reason to fear that

more persons will offer themselves as candidates for it than ought to be em-
ployed in it. Hitherto the proportion of candidates has fallen miserably short

of the number requisite upon any reasonable calculation for fulfilling the divine

charge to preach the gospel to every creature ; while the nature of home service

in the ministry is such, that there is no danger of there being an inadequate

supply of candidates for all its departments. Further, there is every reason to

believe that there will always be a sufficient number of secular men for con-

ducting every plan of Christian benevolence or general usefulness at home.
The deduction from this is, that a plea of exemption from foreign service

founded solely upon the call to engage in the ministry at home, or to fill any
useful station in society, must be viewed as inadmissible.

4th. That as it is the unquestionable duty of a Christian to provide for his

own, it follows that in a case where parents or other relatives are dependent on
one who proposes himself as a candidate for missionary service, he cannot con-

sistently with duty leave them unprovided for ; but if they may and will be pro-

vided for in the event of his leaving them, they cannot justly detain him, nor
can he in ordinary cases justifiably decline the service on their account.

5th. That when the affection of parents or other relatives, or their in-

difference to the cause of Christ, or other hostility to it, or other similar

motive, prompts them to oppose a fit person's embarking in this cause, it might
go far to ascertain the path of duty simply to consider how such a plea of ex-

emption would he sustained in the case of a soldier ordered by his prince to

join a regiment on a foreign station. VVould the prince sustain such a plea of
exemption ? VVould the soldier hesitate whether it were his duty to obey the

command because his friends hung upon his neck and entreated him not to

leave them, or being disaffected to the government, absolutely forbade him
to go ?

It will not avail to say that in the charge given by Christ to his disciples,

there is no definite command to me to engage in this holy warfare against his

enemies in foreign lands
;
for, as has already been shown, this is the particular ser-

vice upon which men are now urgently needed. As in the government of ancient
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Sparta every subject was a soldier, and whenever or in whatever way their ser-

vices were required they were bound to come forward, so it is in the kingdom
of Christ: it is expected that every one will know and "do his duty." Ju the

contest, then, with the powers of darkness, Christ has made it the duty and
privilege of all his subjects, without exception, to engage according to their

means and talents the strength to wield the weapons with which he has
furnished them ; and the service expected and demanded of all who are ca-

pable of bearing arms is, to take the field in person against the enemy.
When the means of a costly sacrifice are wanting, the smallest offering is not

despised by Him who looks upon the heart of the offerer. He that is not able

to bring his lamb, may bring his turtle doves or two young pigeons ; and he
who is not able to present even these, may offer the tenth part of an ephah
of fine flour. (Lev. 5:7, 11.) But there is a rigid requisition upon every indi-

vidual up to his ability.

But what shall we say of a minister of sterling piety, various learning, good
talents, of sound constitution, in the prime of lile, and without relative ties that

forbid his removal ? This I feel to be delicate,—sacred ground, and, therefore,

I would enter upon it tenderly and with diffidence. But in my humble opinion,

there may be cases (perhaps not a few) where a Christian pastor is comfortably

settled, beloved by his people, and his labors blessed among them, while, nev-

ertheless, both he and the church would ultimately be gainers by his forsaking
all for Christ. His place would be supplied,— his people would feel themselves
more than ever identified with the cause of missions. They would follow him
with their prayers, and sympathize in his joys and sorrows as in some sense
their own. It would be long before they forgot the joy and the grief of that mo-
ment when they were enabled by the grace of God to part with a beloved pas-

tor, and say, "The will of the Lord be done;" when they gave him up in gen-

erous love to the souls of heathen who had more need of such a teacher than

themselves; and it would be long before they would cease, "at morning time"
to remember him.

It is proper to observe at the same time, that in ordinary cases it is a very
questionable step for a minister at home to break up his engagements, which it

is to be presumed he entered into after solemn deliberation, much prayer, and
entire conviction of duty. But it is possible to conceive, nay, perhaps it is not

uncommon for ministers to have entered upon their work without ever seriously

weighing the question, whether it might be their duty to go abroad as mission-

aries to the heathen. And this may very easily have happened, since even to

this day the subject is kept so much in the back ground, and the duty of prop-

erly qualified persons devoting themselves to the service so seldom pressed

upon the attention of those whom it concerns. Hence the present suggestion

that qualified men, although settled as pastors, may be called to quit their

flocks and go to seek the sheep that are wandering without a shepherd, is

but a temporary measure ; that is, a measure rendered necessary by the error

of entering upon home service from a defective knowledge of their duty to

serve their Master in a different sphere. If from this time henceforth the

subject shall be so well understood that no man shall enter upon the work of

the ministry at home before he has satisfied his own mind that he has no call to

become a missionary,—the measure now alluded to of a pastor leaving his

people, which, considering all circumstances, is not unlikely to be the duty of
some, will never need to be resorted to.

Ought not tutors and others, then, who have influence over young men pre-

paring for the ministry, to bring this question fully before thein,—lest they

should form home engagements unadvisedly, and begin to think of missionary

service when it may be too late, or at least when they must engage in it under
disadvantages ?

I have no idea however that many pastors will determine to take the step I

have ventured to hint at. At any rate, sure I am that there will arise from it no
dangertff the churches at home being left without instructers by such deser-

tions ; and I am equally sure that as to those devoted men who do go as mis-

sionaries to the heathen, they will never be suffered to want any good thing the

friends they leave can supply, or their prayers draw down from the God of all

grace : or should their friends neglect and forget them, the Lord whom they

serve will raise up for them fathers and mothers and sisters and brothers, anil
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give them a hundred fold more than the}- have forsaken, with persecutions,

—

and, in the world to come, everlasting life.

I know that the attachments of ministers and people are not to be treated
lightly. Nor is the argument altogether without weight which might be urged,
that the affection of a people to him who labors among them renders his ser-

vices really of more value to them than they can be to any other people
;

and,
as they think, more useful than the labors of any other individual, however
qualified, could be. But 1 would submit it to the calm judgment, and to the

faith of such a church, whether their cheerfully giving up the instrument by
which God was pleased to edify and comfort their souls, would not warrant
them confidently to expect that he lor whose sake they had thus " denied them-
selves " would not suffer them to be spiritual losers by the transaction. And so
far as the pastor himself might be concerned, I would submit it to his faith,

whether in such a case, whatever might be his feelings in parting with an affec-

tionate people, not however leaving them destitute, but seeing them intrusted to

the care of another faithful "shepherd," he might not "assuredly gather" that
lie might warrantable join the company of them w ho go " to call the sheep that

wander yet:" nay, that it would be shrinking from duty, and declining a noble
and generous service to stay behind.

One of our best practical writers says, " The day is near when unfaithful min-
isters will wish they had never known their charge; but that they had been
employed in the meanest occupation, instead of being pastors of Christ's flock,

when, beside all the rest of their sins, they shall have the blood of so many
souls to answer for." But this observation suggests a query, if any one, in

order to shift off the responsibility, and escape the possible guilt of unfaithful-

ness as a Christian minister or missionary, decline the office, hiding his talent

and spending his days in useless security, is he guiltless? or is he chargeable
with the blood of the souls that might have been warned and instructed, and
for whose salvation he might and should have labored ? I doubt not but he is.

O ! it is a solemn thing to be intrusted with a talent ! It is not at our own option

to employ it or not ; nor are we at liberty to employ it where it may gain half a
talent more, if we might have laid it out where it could have gained double.

The author just now referred to says in another place to the same effect.

" It will not serve your turn to run out of the vineyard, on pretence that you
cannot do the work. [God] can follow you and overtake you as he did Jonah,
with such a storm as shall 'lay you in the belly of hell.' Totally to cast off

duty because you cannot endure to be faithful in the performance of it, will

prove but a poor excuse at last."*

To sum up the whole, I am clearly of opinion that many individuals,

ministers, students and private members of churches of various ranks who
are staying at home, ought " to forsake all " and follow Christ as preachers of
the gospel to the poor dying heathen. This is an awfully serious subject. It

involves nothing less, so far as human agents are concerned, than the question,

whether these millions upon millions of idolaters shall live and die, "without
Christ and without hope in the world," or whether "they shall hear the gospel
and believe and be saved ?" O what a tremendous responsibility rests with
them w ho have the bread of life ! 1 make no allusion to individuals. i have no
particular body of Christians in my eye. But I cannot help thinking that I see

in this want of real, practical, effective concern for the souls of perishing men,

—

this want of zeal in spreading the gospel among the heathen,

—

one reason why
the faithful preaching of it is so little blessed at home, is there not room to

suspect that God may be looking with a frown instead of a smile upon the la-

bors of a man, who, faithfully as he may be preaching the gospel to a congre-
gation of professed Christians, is hiding in a corner among them the talent that

might have told with effect against the fabric of heathen idolatry ?"t is there

not reason to suspect that he may here find the secret cause of his laboring

from Sabbath to Sabbath and from year to year without seeing much, if any,

* Baxter's Reformed Pastor.

t Query. How would it do for a minister in sucli circumstances to preach to his people by
way of accommodation from Acts xiii. 46—(" It was necessary that the word of God should first

have been spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of
eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles,") and act accordingly ? Comp. chap, xviii. 6, and
xxviii. 28.
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actual fruit of liis labors? Is there not reason to suspect that the church,
sitting under its own vine and fig tree, but after the example of its pastor,

little caring for others, should have little of the presence of God in their souls
and little manifestation of his blessing among them as a body ? " There is that

scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet
and it tendeth to poverty." If they concern not themselves about sending food
to them that are perishing of hunger, is it to be wondered at if God command
the clouds that they rain no rain upon their vineyard ; and that he withholds
his blessing both from their basket and their store ?

—

Hev. W. Hivan, Missionary
in Siberia.

THE DUTY OF PRAYER.

" Men ought always to pray, and not to faint."

The instructions of Jesus Christ are definite instructions. He lays down
principles of duty absolutely ; not mitigated to suit minor circumstances; not

weakened, by being encumbered with exceptions. The instructions of Jesus

Christ are comprehensive instructions. In a few words, he embraces the duty

of all men. In a single sentence, he allots work for a lifetime. His words also

contain the seeds of thought. A single paragraph can furnish food lor contem-

plation indefinitely, without being exhausted.

THE DUTY OF PRAYER.

The words just quoted from the lips of our Savior contain a revelation of

duty. That duty is to pray. He does not here say whether we are to pray-

in secret, or in public; alone, or together; by night or by day; at home
or abroad; in health or in sickness. Nothing is here intimated of men's

varying circumstances ; but the whole sentence is pregnant with the expression

of men's obligation. There is a must, an ought, in the case,—set forth by him

who cannot err. The must is indissolubly joined to the action implied in the

term pray. The ought enforces the injunction to pray. The words enjoin

simply, strongly, decisively, the duty of prayer. Prayer is man's speaking to

God; man's communion with God ; man's asking God for things which God
only can control, and which he is able to give. In the sermon on the Mount

our Lord seems to take it as a thing settled, that men will pray ; as if by a law

impressed upon their nature ; as if man was made to pray ; as if so strange a

thing would never exist, as a prayerless man. Hence in that place (Mat. vi.)

he does nothing but instruct us as to the manner of praying. He teaches men
how to do that which, apart from such teaching they would do, but would do

it wrongly or defectively, unwisely or unworthily. But in the present case he

touches another string. He affirms the duty of prayer;—that "men ought

always to pray." Always to pray ! Were this ought properly responded to,

how much communion with God there would be in the world! What a para-

dise would be established among men ! How would spiritual ladders every

where join heaven and earth, on which Divine messengers would ascend and

descend, from God to man, from man to God ! How sweet would be our Sab-

baths ! How holy, serene and Sabbath-like our weeks ! Were men "always to

pray," how piety would flourish, revivals prevail, sin vanish, sinners be convert-
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ed, and the kingdom of* God advance ! This state of glory and blessedness ought

to be introduced into our wicked world. And to ensure it, " men ought always

to pray."

WHO OUGHT TO PRAY ?

You, reader, ought to pray. I, the writer, ought to pray. The several

members of our families ought to pray. Every man, individually, all men, col-

lectively,—men, as men,—because they are men,—because they are human
beings,—because they are dependent beings,—ought to pray. Men,—the race

called man,—the rank of created beings who bear the designation, man,—and
every individual of that race, ought to pray. Do you claim to be a man ?

Are you a human being ? Then you ought to pray. Your condition, your

employments, your inconveniences, your want of gifts, your want of inclina-

tion has nothing to do with the case. " Men ought always to pray." Are you

a man ? Then you are included in the principle. Every man whom we meet,

as we walk in the streets, every man who calls on us in our houses, every man
in the throng of those who fill our railroad cars and steamboats, every mer-

chant, every mechanic, every farmer, every student, every mother, every child,

—ought to pray. Yet, alas ! in ay hat a prayerless world do we live ! And what

open contempt is cast upon a most reasonable divine requirement! If God
looks down upon this world and sees all that is done in it, has he not reason to

burn with displeasure against the multitudes who shut him out of all their

thoughts and their plans, and exclude him from his own creation ?

WHEN OUGHT MEN TO PRAY ?

Always. "Men ought always to pray." As long as they are men, existing

under their present relations, and not separate spirits. Morning, evening and at

noon, and in the wakeful hours of night, in the intervals of business and of

pleasure, in prosperity and in trouble, in health and in sickness, alone and

in society, on the Sabbath and through the week, walking, riding, convers-

ing, preaching, working, planning, building, digging. Robert Hall used to

rise from the midst of a heated discussion, and walk to the window for the op-

portunity to offer prayer. Whitefield, it is said, in the intervals of conversation,

seemed to be engaged in prayer. When others pray, we should send up the

aspirations of our souls with their words. Every one of their petitions, if it be

fit and right in itself, should receive our intelligent, solemn, sincere and hearty

amen. When ministers preach, they should still be praying. It is said of an

eminent godly divine that, in preaching, at the close of every sentence, he look-

ed up to God as if to ask, " Lord, what shall I say next ?" The most effective

sermons are those in which many of the pauses are occupied by the preacher

in praying for a divine blessing. When we give, we should pray,—that God

would accept our gift, as an offering laid on his altar ;—and that it may receive

his blessing in reference to the end for which we design it. To what purpose

are our gifts, if there is no God in them ; if God's hand do not accompany

them, and apply them, and speed them to their end ? Living, we should pray
;

—what hour is liberated from the obligation? Dying, we should pray ;—how

appropriate it is for one who is just entering into the presence of God ! When

men come to a dying bed, they often regret many things pertaining to the his-

tory of their lives. But few things are regretted by men so generally as this,

—

that they did not pray more. The portion of our life spent in prayer will form
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a part of our history, which, " dying, we shall not wish to blot." " Men ought

always to pray."

HOW LONG SHOULD MEN CONTINUE TO PRAY?

" Always to pray," says our Lord, " and not to faint :"—as long as we belong

to the order of beings, man : as long as we claim to be of the race. God has

made us, to pray. We glorify him by praying. We keep open our communi-

cation with him by praying. We strengthen the dominion of grace, and weak-

en the power of sin by praying. God will never have answered our prayers,

and supplied our wants to such a degree, as to relieve us from the duty of

prayer. He is a God, hearing and answering prayer ; He has encouraged us

to pray by promising to regard our petitions. Yet he will never, never in

this world, so far consummate his answers to our requests as to leave us noth-

ing more to pray for. Sometimes we may misunderstand his mode of work-

ing. Sometimes our prayers may be prompted by a selfish spirit, and not by

the Spirit of God. Sometimes the guilty slate of our hearts may make our wor-

ship unacceptable to God. Sometimes we may ask for that which would be

injurious. Sometimes we may be right as to the thing asked, but injudicious

as to the time when we wish and expect our petitions to be fulfilled. God

wisely retains under his own control the matter of answering our prayers.

"The times and the seasons the Father hath put within his own power."

And God's plans are not bounded by the little cycles of man's life. His plans

and the fulfilment of his promises are linked in with the great cycles of eternity
;

—with the great cycles of his own infinite being. Your prayers are not yet

answered ; but wait awhile. Still, " always pray, and not faint." The promise

is not abrogated ; God's great purposes are not delayed. No unexpected fric-

tion has occurred in the heavy machinery of his providence. He knows what

he will do. His government knows no haste. He is not in a hurry. He has

time enough, and wisdom enough to secure, in the remote end, his own great-

est glory. Man is impatient, weak and short-sighted. But when time's weary

ages have passed away, and the slowly rolling leaves of the book of God's pur-

poses are all turned, his mighty plans will stand revealed. Then shall the

sower rejoice with the reaper, and he that planted with him that treadeth

out the sheaves. The voice of God to impatient man has always been, wait,

wait! And at the proper crisis he has answered. So it will always be. But

" men ought always to pray, and not to faint." Delay to fulfil his promises is

not equivalent to a declinature. The times are not specified, in God's revela-

tions to mortals. When the promises have come to maturity, the execution

will not meet with a moment's delay.

WHAT OUGHT MEN TO PRAT FOR ?

What do they need ? What do you need ? What do you desire,—for your

own soul,—for your children,—for your friends,—for the community,—for a

dying world,—for the glory of God,—for the honor of Christ,—for the joy of

heaven? Sit down and deliberate upon these things. Take the matter into

serious consideration ; and whatever you desire, if it be a proper matter for pe-

tition to God, pray for that. He who is sensible how much he himself lacks

conformity to God,—how great a change he must undergo, (as most Christians

must,) before he will exemplify the pure, sweet, serene, holy, Christ-like,

heavenly spirit of religion, as he should,— will, doubtless, find one subject for

prayer. He who has around him those upon whom he is daily impressing his
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mark, and whom he is training, as he hopes, for the Lord Jesus Christ and for

the Holy Ghost, and educating for heaven, will find another. He who recog-

nizes his duty to a dying world, to sinners around him, and to the heathen, far

away,—who is conscious of his obligation to labor for them, and to pray for

them, and to give for their sakes, as Christ gave himself for his, will find ano-

ther subject of prayer. If any one thinks it difficult to discover what things he

shall ask for in prayer, it is because he is not sufficiently familiar with prayer.

One of the offices of prayer is to implore God to teach us how to pray ; and one

of its choicest blessings is that, when " we know not what we should pray for as

we ought, the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with groanings which

cannot be uttered."

The context of the passage which forms the theme of these meditations an-

swers the question. Because prayer is the appointed medium of divine bless-

ings ; and because it will be answered. "Shall not God avenge his own elect,

which cry day and night unto him? I tell you that he will avenge them speed-

ily." All history, sacred, political, and personal, is filled with illustrations of

the doctrine that prayer is not in vain. Who can conceive that, when the

" many crovvus" are set on the head of our lmmanuel, some of the brightest of

them are to be drawn from his spiritual conquests over nations now sunk in

the degradations of heathenism,—and not see the utility of prayer, its value, and

its importance ? True, the prayers that men ofFer are not often matters of

record
;
and, so incompetent are our powers of spiritual observation, that very

frequently, when events occur in answer to prayer, no man regards it, no man
perceives it. But the fact stands up in solemn and awakening dignity, whether

it escapes man's observation or not. And it will add a mighty charm to the

events of this world's history, to trace the mysterious but efficient interposition

of this wonderful agency, when we come to review the past, with the vision of

glorified spirits, on the hills of immortality. Prayer is recommended to us on

every rational ground. We ought to pray. The Lord Jesus has said it; our

own natures respond with their unqualified amen. Our condition of depend-

ence suggests and urges it. Prayer is the breath of true piety. The love of

prayer is the test of regeneracy. Prayer, by its reflex influence, benefits out-

own souls, even if it has for its object chiefly the welfare of others. Prayer is a

successful weapon to repel the force of temptation. True prayer secures true

purity, and fosters every Christian grace. " Praying will make us leave sin-

ning." Prayer opens a communication between earth and heaven ; and through

it, man holds communion with God. Much prayer generally secures great con-

solations on a dying bed. And prayer, by divine appointment, obtains the

blessings for which it asks.

WHY SHOULD MEN PRAY?

" He frees the soul condemned to death
;

Nor, when his saints complain,

Shall it be said that praying breath

Was ever spent in vain." *

VOL. XXIX. 3
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INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION.

In the great work of Christian benevolence, where so much depends on our

public organizations, there is danger lest individual obligation should be lost

sight of. We are prone to forget that each individual is a constituent part,

and a very important part of the whole. We need to be often reminded, that

if a single wheel be disordered, the whole machinery will either move heavily,

or stop. No man stands alone. Every one is bound to a circle of those around

him, and, by invisible cords and ligatures, to many beyond the sphere of his

vision, or his direct personal influence. That which is done by an obscure be-

liever in America may affect the character and condition of a person on the op-

posite side of the globe. The fervent prayer of a Christian, the willing bene-

faction, the plea for a perishing world, proceeding from the humblest cottage,

the loneliest chamber, the most unfrequented forest, may be recorded in heaven

to his eternal joy, and to the eternal joy of one or two converted heathens on a

distant continent ;—it may be, to the joy of a whole converted nation. The
poor widow, the laborer, the suffering and persecuted saint, the veriest child

who loves the Lord Jesus, may thus set sparkling gems in the Redeemer's

crown.

Let any individual come up to any thing like the full measure of his duty,

and he will infallibly bring up others with him. A man of eminent godliness

creates a tendency towards the same state in those who are around him. The
example of benevolence is contagious. The example of the widow 's two mites

has called forth many a richer contribution. On the other hand, let any one

be negligent, or niggardly, and who will dare say that his bad example does

not hang as a millstone upon hundreds ? Every Christian is under obligation to

exert all his power in the cause of God. Not one is so poor, or so ignorant, or

so laborious, or so ill-clad, that he should think himself excused from doing

such service as he is able to do for his Heavenly Father. Not one has so

little talent, that he may decline to bring it to the altar. Not one is so imper-

fect, that he can be liberated from the responsibility to lead others to forsake

sin. If any one is conscious of imperfections, let him offer himself to God such

as he is, and pray God to purify the offering and accept it. If j ou have not

riches, give to the gospel out of your poverty. If you have not learning, do

what you can for the cause of the Redeemer without it. If you have not the

ability to pray in public, or if it be improper for you to do so, pray the more

fervently in secret. If you have not ten talents, rob not God of your three, or

your one.

The government of God is founded on the doctrine of individual responsibil-

ity. His dealings towards us recognize that principle. It is on that principle

that we are awakened, renewed and sanctified. It is on that principle that we
shall be judged and saved. It is reasonable, then, that each one should engage

in the work of doing good ;—doing his own duty, as though there were not

another on earth to aid him. Each one should labor for the conversion of the

world, according to the measure of his ability, as lie would if a whole nation

of pagans were devolved upon his single efforts. Each one should be as se-

rious and as constant in prayer, as if on his petitions depended the time of the

Messiah's spiritual dominion, and the consummation of the salvation of a re-

generated world.
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It has been said that corporations have no souls. But individuals have souls,

and should, therefore, act intelligently. An active piety is an intelligent piety

.

An intelligent piety is demanded in the long and often discouraging work of

giving the gospel to the heathen. The good seed will not take root and bear

fruit at once. We must have patience to wait, and faith to persevere. A piety

which appears only on some stirring occasions,—a thing of impulses,—will

achieve but little. It scarcely deserves the name. We should abound in re-

ligious acts, and have a reason for every religious act. If we pray, we should

pray because the Lord Jesus has commanded it, because a principle in our na-

ture leads us to it, because prayer has attached to it God's gracious promise of

an answer of peace, and because we perceive that the blessing sought is in

harmony with his character and his revealed will. If we give, we should give

because the object is a proper object, because we have reason to think the

end on account of which we give will, ultimately, be reached, and because the

love of Christ constrains us. The doctrine of the New Testament every where

is that men should give; and giving is a duty of the individual. If we recog-

nize the scriptural warrant in respect to the objects for which we give, our gifts

will be cheerful, and we shall act intelligently as to the fact, the times and the

system of our giving.

When men give as a matter of personal duty and individual responsible-

ness, we may anticipate that larger amounts will be poured into the Lord's

treasury. A wrong standard is frequently adopted. The question that settles

the amount of benevolence is, " how much is given by my richer neighbor, or

by another, who stands on the same level with myself
;

or, what is the least

sum which will rid me of the solicitor of alms?"—not, " how much shall I give,

acting according to my ability,—acting according as God hath prospered me,

—

acting as Jesus Christ's man, and as the steward of God ? How much do I owe
to him ' who loved me, and gave himself for me ?' " Were Christians generally

to adopt the right standard of giving, and to give from competent motives,—as

individuals, and as responsible in respect to this very thing to Jesus Christ,

—

many are the churches in America that would be represented by a Christian

colporteur in some destitute region, or by a missionary, or by a native helper,

somewhere in heathendom. In many congregations, while the word of life is

preached, the thought might be cherished that, by their liberality, the gospel

was also communicated to an equal, or greater number of perishing pagans.

By the effort of an individual, our blessed Lord and Savior, the work of

redemption was consummated. By the preaching of the apostles individu-

ally, the good tidings of the gospel were first propagated. By the operation of

God's Holy Spirit on individual minds, the multitude of the redeemed, on earth

and in heaven, have been renovated. By the munificence of individuals,

—

some giving of their abundance, and some out of their deep poverty,—the asso-

ciations for all benevolent purposes have been hitherto supported. And it must

be by a spirit of individual enterprise, effort and piety, that the plans of the Chris-

tian church for evangelizing the world, shall be sustained, enlarged, and accom-

plished. Reader, what is the proper part for you to take in this service ?
*
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"HOW MUCH OWEST THOU UNTO MY LORDV

It is the wise custom of prudent men, engaged in the pursuit of busi-

ness, to take an account, at stated seasons, of the condition of their affairs.

This is done, particularly, at the commencement and close of partnership ar-

rangements, and at the beginning or the termination of the year. The same
thing is done in a season of severe pecuniary pressure, or in the immediate

prospect of such a calamity. What is the value of their stock in trade ? What
is the nature of their debts ? To whom are they indebted? and, who is in-

debted to them ? Generally, these seasons of examination are made the occa-

sion of seeking the adjustment and settlement of accounts. They endeavor to

collect outstanding debts, and, as far as possible, to pay the amounts in which

they are indebted to others. We approve this course, as appropriate to an

honest and honorable dealer.

It is recommended, for the best of reasons, that these occasions of set-

tlement be frequent, thorough and universal. Once in the year,—for example,

the beginning or the close,— is none too often. All men should observe them.

What is good and beneficial for one is equally good and beneficial for others in

the like circumstances. Short reckonings, says the proverb, make long friends.

Besides, he who settles his own affairs during his life-time, keeping things ar-

ranged, as far as possible, with reference to his being unexpectedly called to

leave them, can settle them on more advantageous terms than his executors,

save cost, and secure a larger amount to be distributed among his lawful suc-

cessors. And, still further, he who, in respect to benevolent causes, is his own
executor, has at the same time the satisfaction of doing good, and of knowing

that his benefactions reach the treasury for which he designed them.

At the commencement of the year, we embrace the opportunity to give a

religious turn to these remarks, and to sanctify this custom of business.

" How much owest thou unto my Lord ?" It is a question to which, in inquir-

ing into our liabilities, we shall do well to give its proper weight. Why should

we take account of part of our debts, and not of the whole ? Why should we

examine into the state of our relations to men, and not to God? Why should

we conscientiously pay our debts to them, but give nothing to him ?

We determine our indebtedness to our fellow-men by referring to our

accounts, and inquiring what articles we have had of them. By the day-book

and leger we find that on one occasion we had such and such articles, and on

another occasion, other articles, and so on. If to this process we add the consul-

tation of our invoices, book of sales, and catalogue of stock on hand, together

with an examination of the notes and bills due, we can learn very nearly our

pecuniary condition.

Let us apply these things to our relations to Jehovah. We have, it is true,

no spiritual day-book and leger ; but the scriptures will serve us for the one,

and conscience and memory for the other.

And now, " How much owest thou unto my Lord?" First, what have you

had? Secondly, how much have you paid ?

1. What have you had? It is a long invoice. We cannot give half the

items. Let the following few suffice. We will embrace in our account only

the last year. WT

hat, then, have you had ?

In temporal things, three hundred and sixty-five days of life and health, dur-
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ing which God has distinguished you by giving to you blessings which have

been withheld from many others,—preservation from a thousand accidents,

—

the watchful guardianship of an unsleeping eye and the support of a divine

hand, during every moment, by day and by night,—the life and health of those

dependent on you,—food, and raiment, and a house to dwell in,—prosperity in

your secular pursuits, and an amount of business which has brought you at the

rate of dollars in the year,—books and newspapers for your reading,—and

as much as dollars, which you have been able to spend in recreation, in

journeying, or in mere gratifications of taste or fancy, beyond the mere calls of

necessity.

Or, if this enumeration needs to be varied, in consequence of sickness or re-

verses in your own person, or in your kindred, or those dependent on you,

even here contemplate the mitigations of the calamities, and take account of

what you have had of God in the alleviation of these trials, or in the good

which they have or might have wrought for you.

In spiritual things, you have had fifty-two Sabbath days,—more than seven

whole weeks of seasons of rest from toil, that you might enjoy the earnest

and foretaste of heaven,—perhaps a hundred or more evangelical sermons,

—

several occasions of celebrating the death of Christ,—daily opportunities of

prayer, social or private, or both,—the blessed bible, with all its promises, in-

structions and hopes,—perhaps a season of gracious revival in your own soul,

or in the community,—it may be, the conversion of a husband, wife, or child.

You have had the daily intercessions of Christ, added to the application of his

atoning blood,—the sanctifying energy of the Holy Spirit,—strength in the

hour of temptation,—many opportunities of doing good,—perhaps God has

even made you the messenger of salvation to some soul.

2. For these, and ten thousand other blessings, and for those that are in-

volved in them, what have you given to God ? In other words, how much
have you paid ?

We hope there are many who have given to him the devout, spontaneous

and abundant service of holy and willing hearts. This is right and praise-

worthy. It is the proper service of the spiritual part of our natures. But

is there not something more demanded of us ? God lays the hand of his au-

thority upon all that we possess. He has a right, not only to ask for the service

of our affections, but also to demand a share of the worldly possessions of

which he has made us stewards. And as we cannot, in spiritual service, make
a fit return for all his mercies, we may make a suitable acknowledgment of our

gratitude, by giving as God hath prospered us for benevolent uses.

What have you given for benevolent uses? How much for the poor, for

sick persons, for the widows and fatherless, for bibles, for home missions, for

the heathen, for Sabbath schools, for tracts, for seamen? How have your ap-

propriations to these objects corresponded with your income ? How much
have you paid to the Lord ?

It is true, God's mercies to us are free gifts. He does not bestow them for

the sake of a recompense. He does not ask of us a recompense, as such. But,

as a matter of gratitude, we should delight to offer him that which he does not

demand. We ought to regard our obligations to him in the light of a debt.

Taking it for granted that the Christian has already given of his money, to

some extent, to the cause of God, the question is still, in many cases, an appro-

priate one, " How much owest thou unto my Lord ?" What is the amount of

the unpaid balance ?
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There are three considerations, in addition to the above, which may help us

in determining this question. 1. What is our ability ? 2. What does the exi-

gency of the cause demand of us? 3. What is proper, as a thank-offering to

Him who has given us every blessing pertaining to this life, besides the for-

giveness of sins, the sacrifice of himself, and the blissful immortality beyond

the grave ?

A serious contemplation of these suggestions, we are confident, will show to

many Christians in our country that they still owe something to their Lord.

Let, therefore, the professional man, the student, the merchant, the mechanic,

the laborer, the seaman, the mother, the child, weigh these thoughts. Let them

revolve the question in their own minds, "How much owest thou unto my
Lord ?" With increased gains, have they made a proportionate increase of their

benefactions ? While the treasuries of Christian benevolence are empty,

—

while men offer themselves to go and break to the heathen the bread of life, but

for want of means cannot be sent,—and still the heathen, "in their blindness,

bow down to wood and stone," this is a weighty question. Let every one give

it a place in his accounts of the last year, which is just closed, and in bis plans

for the new year. Let every one pray over it in secret, that he may act upon it

deliberately, intelligently, and calmly. Let every one, again and again, not only

revolve in his jnind, but slowly repeat to himself in audible words,—demand-

ing an honest reply,—" How much owest thou unto my Lord ?"

UNION TO CHRIST.

There is an apparent union between Christ and all the members of the

visible church, which is formed by their receiving common gifts and influ-

ences from him, while they profess to receive his truth and to engage in his

service. There is too a moral union of mutual affections between him and
believers; but that upon which the enjoyment of the benefits purchased by his

sufferings and death depends, is spiritual. It includes a legal union between
us, as ruined sinners, and Christ, as our surety. The everlasting love of God
and the covenant of grace are the bonds of it; and the placing of our sins to

Christ's account that his satisfaction might be placed to ours, in the eye of the

law, is the effect of it. It also includes the personal union of Christ to our na-

ture, in order that he might meet the requirements which his legal union to us

drew upon him. But all these would fail of securing to us the great object for

which Christ died, unless in addition to all other relations, we have a union to

him which is spiritual.

It is the spiritual characteristic of this relation that clothes it with many
of its peculiar difficulties, and leads some to reject it entirely as imaginary.

It differs from the ordinary relations of life, with which we are acquainted
;

and under the influence of our senses, we are apt to think of it as material

;

or if we study more refinement, we are apt to regard it as nothing more than

the bonds which bind kindred spirits on earth together. But it is of vital im-

portance to keep in mind the spiritual nature of it, notwithstanding the simili-

tudes by which it is illustrated for us.

Then if we take the figure of the vine and the branches, which Christ him-

self uses, it shows that as there is a natural, intimate, vital union between

them, so there is a spiritual, intimate, vital union between Christ and all true

Christians,—that as the vine and its branches have hut one common principle

of natural life, our Lord and his followers have but one common principle of

spiritual life. One common purpose actuates them, as it does the leader and

all the followers in any great secular enterprise. Or, to use another figure, as

the head and all the members of the natural body are actuated by one common
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principle of life, which makes it one, so the spirit of Christ dwells with all his

people, and makes them one with him. There is a common principle of spir-

itual life among them. This creates a oneness, not only between Christ and
his people, but between the different members of the family of Christ ; as the

members of the body, though many, under the influence of the same soul, are

one with the head and with each other. " By one spirit are we all baptized

into one body, and have been all made to drink into one spirit." (1 Cor. 12: 13.)
" There is one body, and one spirit." (Eph. 4 : 4.)

It is thus seen that it is in truth, and not simply by figure of speech, that

Christ and his people are one. The spirit of Christ so dwells in them that

they receive not simply his benefits, but Christ himself. They have him
for their life, and are partakers of him. He lives in them, and they abide

in him.#######
1. We may infer the moral dignity of all true Christians. Some worldly

situations naturally have an idea of dignity attached to them. They impart
dignity to those who occupy them, and to those who are united to the oc-

cupants, whether by marriage or by blood. A prince has honor because he is

connected to a royal father.

There is great dignity in the angelic nature. Angels are the highest and the

most honorable of all the creatures of God. They have the honor of beholding
his face in glory. But there is no honor conferred upon creatures, no, not upon
angels, equal to that which the believer derives from union to Christ. Angels
are his chief and most honorable subjects; but saints are his own mystical

members and spouse. Angels are appointed to serve them. They delight to

do it. Christ is their common head ; but he is the head of saints in a sense
different from that in which he is the head of angels. Of both he is the head
of dominion, but of the former he is the head of vital influence too.

The great ones of this world might frown, should the humble Christian pre-

sume to approach them ; but God sets the meanest subjects of his spiritual do-
minion before his face with delight. With him the Christian, however humble
his sphere, is before the prime minister of any state, or the prince himself.

The pulpit where his word is faithfully preached, however mean its structure,

is to him above the throne, though set amidst the most precious gems. The
humble but sincere Christian may well prefer the sphere in which he is des-

tined to move, to that of Gabriel before the throne of the Most High.
2. If believers are so intimately united to Christ, we infer that they ought

to regard his cause as their own. It is to be feared that many who profess

to be united to Christ, regard all they do for him or for his cause as lost.

But all such persons lack correct views, if they do not lack the spirit of
Christ, and union to him. Christ himself has gone away from us into heaven,
where he neither hungers, or thirsts, or wants any more. But his members and
his cause have yet many wants. In them he often hungers and thirsts, and has
need to be taken in, and warmed, and fed. And he regards what is done to

them as done to himself. And so what is done for his cause is done both for

those who do it, and for him.
When they extend, or beautify, or enrich the kingdom of the Redeemer, they

extend, and beautify, and enrich a kingdom of which they themselves are heirs.

When they promote the interests of that kingdom, they promote their own.
So they ought ever to view it. It would seem almost incredible that professed
followers of Christ should be close and niggardly in relation to their brethren,

and the interests of Christ's kingdom on earth, if they really believe that what
they do for these, Christ absolutely regards as done for himself. Every one
should be as much knit to the cause of Christ, as to Christ himself.

—

Rev. R.
Taylor.
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American Baptist Missionary Union.

MISSIONS, MISSIONARIES, Aic, 1 843-9.

Burmah.—Maulmain Mission.—Burman department;—A. and Mrs. E. C.

Judson, T. Simons, H. and Mrs. Howard, E. A. and Mrs. Stevens, L. and

Mrs. Stilson, T. S. (printer) and Mrs. Ranney, Miss L. Lillybridge, resident at

Maulmain ; and S. M. and Mrs. Osgood, in U. S. A.

Peguan department;—J. M. and Mrs. Haswell, temporarily at Maulmain.

Karen department;—F. and Mrs. E. H. Mason, J. G. and Mrs. Binney, N.

and Mrs. Harris, W. and Mrs. Moore, Miss M. Vinton, resident at Maulmain
;

J. H. and Mrs. Vinton, in U. S. A.

Tavoy Mission.—Karen department;—C. and Mrs. Bennett, E. B. and Mrs.

Cross, at Tavoy ; J. and Mrs. Benjamin, on their way to Tavoy ; U. L. and Mrs.

Brayton, Mr. B., at Mergui, Airs. B., in U. S. A. ; J. and Mrs. Wade, in U. S. A.

Jlrracan Mission.—Burman department;—L. Ingalls, at Akyab, C. C. and Mrs.

Moore, on their way to that station.

Karen department;—E. L. Abbott, J. S. and Mrs. Beecher, at Sandovvay;

H. L. and Mrs. Van Meter, on their way to S.

Siam.—Siamese department;—J. T. and Mrs. S.S.Jones, J. H. (machinist)

and Mrs. Chandler, Miss H. H. Morse.

Chinese department ;—J. and Mrs. Goddard, now in China in quest of health,

E. N. Jencks.(a) in U. S. A.

China.—W. Dean, J. Johnson, (b) at Hongkong; D.J. (physician) and Mrs.

Macgowan, E. C. and Mrs. Lord, at Ningpo.

Assam.—N. and Mrs. Brown, O. T. (printer) and Mrs. Cutter, at Sibsagar

;

M. and Mrs. Bronson, (c) I. J. and Mrs. Stoddard, at Nowgong; C. and Mrs.

Barker, A. H. and Mrs. Danforth, at Gowahatti.

Teloogoos.—S. S. Day, L. and Mrs. Jewett, on their way to Nellore, Hin-

dostan ; Mrs. Day, S. and Mrs. Van Husen, in U. S. A.

Bassas.—Mrs. L. Clarke, (rf) Mrs. M. B. Crocker, in U. S. A.

France.—E. and Mrs. Willard, at Douay ; T. T. and Mrs. E. E. Devan,(e)

at Paris.

Germany.—J. G. Oncken, &c, at Hamburg ; G. W. Lehmann, at Berlin, &c.

Greece.—A. N. and Mrs. Arnold, Mrs. H. E. Dickson, at Corfu, {/) Ionian

Islands ; R. F. and Mrs. Buel, at Piraeus.

(a) Mrs. Jencks died at sea June 27.

(b) Mrs. Johnson died at Hongkong June 9.

(c) About to return to U. S. A. on account of ill health.

(d) Rev. I. Clarke died at sea April 24.

(c) Dr. Devan was married to Miss E. E. Clark Sept. 7.

(/) Miss S. E. Waldo, now Mrs. York, removed to Zante in August. Her services are

still devoted to the welfare of the Greeks, though not in full connection with the Greek

Mission.
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Cherokees.—E. and Mrs. Jones, W. P. and Mrs. Upham, H. (printer) and

Mrs. Upham. (a)

Shawanoes, &c.—J. and Mrs. Meeker, Mrs. J. K. Jones, at Ottawa ; J. G.

and Mrs. Pratt, Miss E. S. Morse, at Delaware ; F. and Mrs. Barker, at

Shawanoe.(6)

Ottawas in Michigan.—L. and Mrs. Slater, at Richland, Mich.

Ojibwas.—A. and Mrs. Bingham, A. J. Bingham (c\ at St. Mary's, Mich. ; J.

D. Cameron, at Tiquamina.

Tonawandas, &c.—A. and Mrs. Warren, Akron, N. Y.

Total, exclusive of native preachers in Germany, fifty-five missionaries, in-

cluding three printers, one machinist and one physician; and fifty-five female

assistants; beside native preachers and assistants.

INTELLIGENCE FR

France.—Letters of Mr. Willard.

We continue to receive gratifying ac-

counts of the progress of the gospel in va-

rious parts of the department Du Nord.

The faithful sowing of the word there these

many years, has not been in vain. Al-

though some seed has fallen by the way-

side and some in stony places, other has

fallen upon good ground, and is springing

up, and gives promise of fifty and even a

hundred fold. In allusion to one district

Mr. W. speaks of a " revival of religion,"

general, if not mighty. We extract the

following notices of repeated additions to

the churches from his letter of Oct. 7.

For previous accounts of a similar cast, see

our number for November, p. 422, last vol.

Manicamp and Genlis—The work advancing.

Having made arrangements to meet
br. and sr. T. at Verberie 30th of
Sept., 1 proceeded thither the day be-

fore, and having passed the uight, I

joined the friends the following morn-
ing as agreed upon, and conducted
them to Chauny. The last ten leagues
of our journey were trundled over in

carriages drawn by horses ; but being
all the way in the pleasant and fertile

valley of the Oise, we were so agree-

OM THE MISSIONS.

ably entertained with the prospect of
meadow, field, orchard, vineyard and
hill, that we did not so much feel the

fatigue as we otherwise should. We
found the friends expecting us. After

refreshing ourselves, it being evening,

we went to br. Lepoix's, where several

persons assembled, though he had told

them there would be no meeting. We
read, sung, prayed and conversed;

—

there were present several faces un-
known to me.
The next day, 1st of Oct., we went

to Manicamp to hold a meeting and
baptize. The little chapel was full,

—

the entry, more than half as large as

the chapel, was full, and a good num-
ber stood in the street, listening at the

windows. After the morning service,

four candidates were examined in

presence of all the assembly. The ex-

amination, as well as that of 13th of
August, was severe, much more so

than any I ever witnessed in the United
States. The four candidates were ac-

cepted, and we started for the water.

We had gone but a little from the

chapel, when Mr. Lepoix told me that

a woman from Rouy was very sorry

not to have been examined. I told

him she could be examined at the

water side ;—we waited a moment for

her to procure suitable clothing, and
then proceeded. The place of bap-

(a) Post-office address, Svlria, P. O , Van Buren Co., Ark.

(6) P. O. address of all the Shawauoe missionaries, Westport, Jackson Co., Mo.

(c) Appointed temporarily.
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tizing is quite distant from that of
meeting. Having arrived, after the
usual preliminaries the aforesaid wo-
man made her confession in presence
of some hundreds, and was received.

Mr. Lepoix then baptized the little

company. All was done decently and
in order, so much so, that as numerous
a company of spectators of the same
class in your country could scarcely

have behaved more decorously. As
we were returning, br. L. told me that

there were two other women present
who wished to be baptized, who have
been long and cruelly persecuted by
their husbands, one of whom would,
perhaps, lose her life should she obey
the command to be baptized. There
was in the company the son of one of
our sisters whom I saw baptized seven
years ago ; he is nineteen years old,

and has not till lately been fully con-
vinced of the being of a God ; but we
now consider him converted. He was
so much affected by the examinations
and baptisms, that he regretted not
having been able to accomplish the

command himself;—he says he shall

not tarry. We have our eyes on this

youth, in the hope that God will in-

cline his heart to the service of the

gospel ministry. Who among the

many brethren living at ease in my
beloved native land, and giving to the

cause of God only a fraction of their

superfluity, will enable us to prepare
this youth for the glorious work, should
he be called thereto? Our beloved

brethren are wearing out. It is im-
possible that they should long resist

such immense toil. Must we see them
faint and die, and still have none to

take their place ? There is a fearful

account to settle at the tribunal of
Christ in reference to the indifference

and neglect manifested towards this

people by our American brethren, and
in the day of settlement we shall be

swift witnesses against the delinquents.

There are at least ten persons more,
converted, who ought to be baptized

immediately.
We returned from the water and

dined. Some of the people who came
one, two or three leagues, brought their

dinner, but thirty or forty of them did

not ; for these a dinner was prepared

as usual, and those who felt able con-
tributed to pay the expense. There
were present two sisters, poor in this

world's wealth, who came from St.

Quen;in, where they reside, a distance

of eight leagues. The few sisters liv-

ing at St. Q. lately gave fifteen francs

to the mission. These are the peo-

ple whom some of our American
brethren think incapable of feeling an
evangelical influence. After dinner
and a sermon by Mr. Foulon, Mr. Le-
poix broke bread to the members pres-

ent. We were in all forty-seven,

—

three Americans, and one son of Bap-
tist parents who had never been a

Catholic, and forty-three converted

Catholics. I think this must be about
one half of Mr. Lepoix's church.

Eleven years ago 1 first visited Gen-
lis and Manicamp. There were then
in all that region eleven pious persons,

four of whom had been baptized, one
of whom never became a Baptist, and
some half dozen of them have gone up
to their reward. But the brethren

have persevered through difficulties

seldom or never surpassed, and perse-

cutions, if not as bloody, still as deter-

mined and unrelenting as were ever

met; until God in his infinite good-

ness has augmented their number as

above, and freed them from the perse-

cutions of their foes. At this moment
there is a powerful revival of religion

in that region ; not equally mighty in

all places, still it is general. Mr. L.

has baptized twenty-five persons this

year. I should be glad to have simi-

lar things to relate of the other parts

of our field ; but we have been without

help, the work has been neglected, and
is in some parts perhaps ruined, and
every where languishing. Is this the

policy of our American brethren? A
policy which ought to meet from every

one an unqualified reprobation, and
whose ruinous consequences eternity

alone will disclose.

There was a meeting Sunday eve-

ning at Mr. Lepoix's, though our re-

turn from Manicamp was late ; several

Catholics were present, whom I had
not seen before. The monthly concert

was observed Monday evening. I was
unavoidably occupied with two young
men, and did not go into the room

;

but there were, perhaps, 100 persons

present, and the street encumbered
with listeners at the windows. Mr. L.

says that this is the case every day.

The interest seems to be augmenting.

A few additional items are given by Mr.

Willard in his letter last received, dated

Douai, Nov. 6.

I received a visit, 29th of Oct., from
a workman employed in this town,

who came to ask me if a person new-
ly converted ought to be baptized. I
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had some conversation with him, and
found him in a good state of mind.
He is from a village near Arras, was
born a Catholic, and became acquaint-

ed with the New Testament about
three years ago at Denain, one league

from Helesmes, which place he also

visited to hear the gospel. He thinks

he was converted two years ago. He
appears well, and wishes to be bap-
tized. Are there not many in your
country who pray for us ? I can but

think so, for God has never poured out

so copious a blessing upon us before.

Mr. Thieffry has been at my house
to-day. He related to me some facts

very encouraging. For some time past

three brothers, of the village of Tain-
tignies, on the Belgian frontier, gave
evidence of conversion ; and being en-

tirely Baptist in their ideas, it required

all the skill of the adversaries to induce
the two youngest of them to join else-

where, and even then they could not
omit immersion. Thieffry's brother-

in-law consented to immerse them, and
it was done secretly. Some time after,

Thieffry immersed the eldest brother
;

and now the two youngest are on the

point of joining the " miserable " Bap-
tists. Mr. Thieffry says that the young-
est of those two brothers is very intel-

ligent, of a preposessing exterior, and
has an excellent delivery. He has pro-

cured a Greek grammar and New
Testament, and is learning Greek by
himself, though but a poor laborer.

Thieffry asked him what he was learn-

ing Greek for;— his answer was, " You
know we are often told that the Greek
reads thus and so. 1 wish to be able

to judge of it myself."

Mr. Thieffry baptized three persons
at Helesmes 8th of Oct. It was a
good and happy time for him and the

little flock in that place.

Germany.—Letter of Mr. Oncken.

We again receive encouraging tidings

from Germany. Mr. Oncken writes from

Hamburg, Nov. 10.

The gospel in Mecklenburg.

You, the Board, and our American
brethren generally, will rejoice to learn

that the Lord appears to open a wide
and effectual door for the gospel in

Mecklenburg. About two years ago,

one of our brethren went to Wismar
as a travelling journeyman, obtained
employment, and began to sow the
good seed. God owned these feeble

efforts, and three converts were bap-

tized. A regular religious service was
then commenced, first at Wismar ; and
the above brother being joined by ano-
ther brother from Hamburg, other re-

ligious meetings were held in the vil-

lages round Wismar, so that many
poor sinners have heard the glad ti-

dings of salvation, and some of them
have been converted from the error of
their ways. A pious young lady, a
teacher in a gentleman's family near
Wismar, on hearing of our brethren
and the movement among the people,
was induced to seek their acquaint-
ance. Her attention was directed to

the ordinances of the New Testament;
and after a prayerful examination of
the subject, she was convinced that it

was her solemn duty to render a cheer-
ful compliance, and about three weeks
ago she came to Hamburg and was
baptized in the name of the triune
Jehovah. Her separation from the
State church and union with us have
produced a great commotion among
the ministers and her former friends,

and will be the means of much discus-

sion, which, by God's blessing, com-
monly tends to root up prejudice and
advance the cause of scriptural truth.

Five other individuals at Wismar
and in its vicinity having given satis-

factory evidence of their conversion to

God and expressed their desire to be
baptized, I proceeded to that place
Oct. 28. On Sabbath morning, 29th of
Oct., I preached to about thirty-five

attentive hearers,— more the room
would not hold ;—toward evening 1

preached again to a much larger as-

sembly. The audience was deeply
impressed,—many tears flowed,—and
God was among us of a truth. Alter
this second service I examined the
candidates, first separately and after-

wards before the brethren, and being
unanimous in their reception, we pro-
ceeded in a fine, large boat, under sail,

to some distance from the harbor, to a
sand bank in the Baltic, where the
boat was run aground and the pre-
cious, solemn ordinance administered.
On the way to and from the place of
baptism, we sang several impressive
hymns, in which the little band excel-
led. After having taken a little re-
freshment, on our return, the interest-

ing day was closed by suitable ad-
dresses to the newly baptized, and by
showing forth the Lord's death. One
of the brethren baptized had offered
himself previously to the North Ger-
man Missionary Society as a mission-
ary. He and another young brother
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have already commenced a Sunday
school, and there is among their little

hand a missionary spirit, which, if well
directed and fully carried out, may, by
God's blessing, turn to the salvation
of hundreds in that moral wilderness.
Wismar being no inconsiderable

seaport, there is an inviting field of
labor also among seamen, and our
brethren have already directed their

attention to this interesting class of
men. On Monday evening I preached
again, when I had double the number
of hearers of Sabbath morning. The
profoundest awe reigned in our as-

sembly, and I had no doubt in my
mind that God would prove too pow-
erful for some present, and that others
would soon join the little band of
believers. Since then, the brethren
write that the town has been thrown
into a ferment on account of my hav-
ing preached there, that three more in-

dividuals have decided to give them-
selves to the Lord and his people, and
that the prospects of farther success
are gratifying. 1 shall, therefore, most
probably, have soon to revisit Wismar.
The brethren at W. are frequently
making excursions on the Lord's day
into the country, where large numbers
of tracts are distributed among the
peasants. Those who know any thing
of the deplorably irreligious condition
of Mecklenburg, will hail every intel-

ligence like the above with gratitude
to God.
From Wismar I proceeded to Lud-

wigslust, where I was kindly received
by my old friend and brother, Direc-
tor L., who sees the forlorn condition
of the State church. With him and
his dear wife, also a believer, but who
clings to the rotten, sinking bark with
great tenacity, I sat up the night 1

stayed at their house, till 3 P. M., discus-
sing the points in which our churches
differ from the State churches. Wher-
ever 1 go, I hear the lamentation of the

State church Christians. "Alas! we
have no fellowship and communion,"

—

and jet the unholy connection is not
given up.

At Ludwigslust there are also a few
baptized brethren, but not connected
with us on account of a difference of
views on more points than one. I vis-

ited these brethren, was kindly receiv-

ed, and found that they were most de-
sirous to form a closer connection with
us; and I have reason to believe that

my short visit will be blessed to this

end. From Ludwigslust I visited an
isolated sister, a poor woman, but rich

[Ja*.

in faith, at Newstadt, four miles from
L.

;
spent a few happy moments with

her, and found that her husband had
also obtained mercy of the Lord, and
wished to he immersed. He will,

probably, soon come to Boitzenhurg to

be baptized. On my way home, I

stayed a night with our little branch
church at Boitzenhurg, preached in the
evening, and baptized afterwards a
young man, who was converted some
months ago.

Br. Schulz, at Boitzenhurg, will oc-
casionally visit Wismar, as the breth-
ren at the latter place are still young,
and as no one has as yet been appoint-
ed to preside at the Lord's table.

Additions to Hamburg and other churches.

Here we have constant additions,

and the cry for laborers is constantly
increasing. My dear Braun,—the bro-

ther at our tract and bible depot,—goes
to-morrow, accompanied by another
brother, to Vilsen, twenty-five miles
from this, to preach there next Lord's
day, at the urgent request of a farmer.

At Bremen eight believers have been
baptized within the last few days. Br.
Glilzau is there only for a few days,
having to return to Leer, where the
work is daily increasing in interest and
importance. I myself have invitations

from I do not know how many places
;

and shall have to visit several places

as soon as possible. In Schleswig four
or five persons are waiting to be bap-
tized. From br. Hinrichs, who reach-

ed Vienna just before the late siege

and revolt, we have not heard for some
time, which fills us with some alarm
as to his safety. I rejoice that before

the late outbreak we had despatched
30,000 tracts, and a good number of
bibles and testaments. Our tract issues

within the last ten months amount al-

ready to upwards of 500.000 copies.

But, alas ! our funds are now exhaust-
ed, and I have advanced marks 500.

The cholera is gradually subsiding,

but our political horizon is growing
darker and darker. In the midst of it

all, we can look to Jesus, and rejoice

to know that his cause must and will

outride the storm. His church is im-
moveable, like himself.

Arracan.—Journal of Mr. Ingalls.

Converts at Akyab—" Then hath God also to

the Burmans granted repentance unto life."

In my letter of the 23d of June
(p. 415, last vol.) 1 mentioned that one
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soul had been brought to a knowledge
of the truth in answer to your prayers.

I have now the pleasure of informing
you of others, who have within a short

time come out on the Lord's side. As
I have noticed in my journal these in-

teresting events, permit me to make a

few extracts.

Akyab, July 12. Souls are pressing
into the kingdom of Christ. Glory
be to God ! The prayers of the dear
friends of this mission, but more espe-
cially the intercessions of the precious
Savior, prevail in the " Holiest of Ho-
lies." Last evening we had a special

meeting for prayer and for the inquir-

ers. Some ten came forward, mostly
females.

13. Have just closed oue of the
most solemn and interesting meetings
1 have yet attended in Burmah (among
Burmans). God is indeed moving
upon the hearts of many. Twelve or

more took their places for prayer, and
at the close some ten requested bap-
tism. Among this group was the old,

gray-headed matron, whose whole life

had been spent at Gaudama's shrines,

down to the little girl. The last that

came was a fine little Kemmee boy,
who said with tears falling from his

eyes, " Sir, I wish to be baptized too."

Among the women is the wife of
Moung N-bouk (from Ramree). The
reader of the Magazine will remember
the violent opposition she offered when
br. Comstock baptized her husband.
She is now sitting at the feet of Jesus,

and in her right mind. (Just as the

meeting closed, the overland mail came
in, and the first item of news I read
Was that the Pope was a prisoner. The
sound is distant, but 1 seem to hear the

announcement that " Great Babylon is

fallen.")

16. We have just returned from the

baptismal waters, where seven new
soldiers of the cross have enlisted into

Immanuel'a army, and publicly vowed
allegiance to the King of kings.

If the spirits of the sainted br. and
sr. Comstock were permitted to visit

the field of their toil, they must have
returned to the place of their rest with
new and sweeter songs to Him who
has now answered their prayers in be-

half of Mah-pyoo. She is a woman of
powerful mind, and will be a fearless

defender of the faith of Jesus. She is

the second Mussulman woman baptized
here.

20. We had two more applicants

for baptism to night, who passed a

good examination, and others are on

their way to Zion. Now, brethren, if

you wish to hear good news from Ar-
racan, continue to pray and the Lord
will continue his work. These con-
verts are the fruits of your prayers;
and as they are your spiritual children,
they must still receive their nutriment
through your instrumentality.

The three witnesses.

Tiie Lord has greatly assisted us in

meeting the objections of the heathen,
and we have been able to silence

some of them. 1 have long sought for

argument to meet the continual chal-

lenge, " Show us your God." We
have found the desired one at last, but
not in human wisdom ; and 1 venture
to state it, as it may be of some assist-

ance to others who, like me, toil among
an unbelieving people. The founders
of empires or victors in mighty battles

have not been content to leave it to

history to perpetuate the story, but
have erected monuments or builded
cities, to stand as witnesses to test to

other times that they once liveil and
acted. So did our divine Lord. Three
witnesses he appointed; two visible to

the eye, testifying to the suhlimest
events that ever transpired on earth,

—

Baptism and the Lord's Supper. While
other monuments require the chiseled
inscription to tell their object and de-
sign, these, by their very significancy,

embody a living voice, proclaiming in

every land that Jesus was crucified,

the just for the unjust,—was laid in

the silent tomb, burst the bands of
death, and arose for the justification of
lost sinners ; while the divine Spirit

seals the testimony to the heart and
conscience. Long have the Burmans
pressed me for some visible sign, some
likeness on which to gaze. Long 1

pointed them to the glorious heavens,
the blazing sun, the waxing and wan-
ing moon, and all the bright 6tars of
night; also to the firm earth, where
ten thousand voices proclaim the pow-
er, wisdom and goodness of God. All

these they had seen from childhood
;

they failed to convince. Alas, for my
ignorance as a preacher! and thanks
be to God lor directing me to the in-

spired word ! The day of our last

communion was to me and the church
and inquirers deeply affecting. A new
argument of irresistible power, melting
to the Christian and convincing to the

sinner, was presented by those simple
but striking symbols. "O ye Burmans
and infidels, ply us no longer with the

question, ' Where is your God ?' Look
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ye upon these emblems of a Savior's

dying love ! To you they are witnesses
of' the Lord's death, and will so remain
till the end of the world. Yesterday,
prior to administering the ordinance of
baptism, I brought forward the other
witness, which testifies in language the

most impressive, that the crucified one
was buried, and arose from the dead.

'You want more evidence? Go with
us to the baptismal waters, and behold
in the solemn rite the evidence you
seek.' The third witness,—the Holy
Spirit,

—

now comes to your aid ; and
while you gaze upon the monuments
erected by Christ himself, to perpetu-
ate the wonderful work of man's re-

demption, he whispers to your trem-
bling, doubling souls, 'all this he
suffered for thee.' " To these witness-

es of God's own appointment I now
give the precedence, and throw human
wisdom to the winds. I have found
an answer to one of the most frequent,

vexing questions of the opposing hea-

then, in 1 John 5 : 8.

The above will give you a little

insight of the services in which we
have recently engaged.

24. Yesterday we visited the bap-

tismal waters again, and another Bur-

man put on Christ. In the evening
commemorated the dying love of Christ,
and some ten, for the first time, joined

the feast.

Burmah Proper open—Missionaries invited to

reenter.

Br. Abbott writes me to join in a

trip into Burmah, in compliance with

a request from the governor of the re-

gion west of the Bassein river, where
lie is building a new city. 1 propose

to join him alter the rains. May the

Lord direct in this matter !

China.— .Veto by Dr. Macgowan, at

JYingpo.

Self amputation.

Several weeks ago I was requested

to see a man who had amputated his

own hand at the wrist. The reason

assigned for this strange act was, to

avoid being " squeezed " by the man-
darins. It is said that every trade and

calling in this city has its chief, who,
on the recommendation of influen-

tial members of the same craft, re-

ceives his appoiutment from the dis-

trict magistrate, and becomes in a

measure responsible for the conduct of

all who follow the same business. It

is the duty of this petty officer to con-

tract for any work the mandarins may
have occasion for, and on the con-
ditions they choose to impose

;
having

the privilege of applying the screws
in like manner to the poor of his

trade. Some tubs being wanted at the

magistracy, orders were given to the

head of the cooper guild to have the ar-

ticles made within a specified time,

and for a sum of money wholly inade-

quate to purchase the materials. Thus
armed with sufficient authority, the

contractor exacts a sum of money, or

a certain amount of labor, from every
cooper in the district,—excepting al-

ways his friends. My patient, who
might sit for a villase Hampden, re-

sisted the tax, resolutely refusing his

money or his labor. The contagious

nature of such conduct is well under-
stood here ; and that it should not be-

come general, the poor mechanic was
dragged to the city and tortured at a
police station. Though unmoved by
the pain and threats of further torture,

he became mad from their vexatious

proceedings ; and seizing a hatchet,

he struck his left arm with great force.

The bones were not severed, but were
exposed through a ghastly wound. A
second blow effected his purpose ; as

the weapon fell on the wrist, the small
bones were divided, and his hand fell

on the floor. His persecutor was now
alarmed, as the man's friends would
be entitled to a large indemnity, the

hatred of his clan had been incurred,

and in the event of a fatal issue, which
seemed imminent, capital punishment
would be the consequence. The head
cooper applied to me in great distress

of mind, to endeavor to save the poor
man's life. I found the patient lying

on the ground in an insensible state,

covered only with an old piece of mat-
ting, in which condition he had passed
the night. He had well nigh bled to

death ; the haemorrhage had been ar-

rested partly by cobwebs and partly

by clots of blood. Several hours
elapsed before I was allowed to do
any thing for the sufferer. The diffi-

culty was owing, I heard subsequently,

to the fears and jealousy of the mayor

;

for if the man had died at the hospital

or at my house, it would have proba-
bly called forth something more than a
reprimand from the capital. After

much tedious chaffering about the rent,

a small room was taken near the

mayor's office, where I was permitted
to take charge of the case. A second
amputation was clearly indicated, but

it was impossible to obtain permisr
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sion ; the small bones and parts of
bones which remained, were dissected
out so as to afford a tolerable flap.

The wound healed slowly, and the

whole affair has been quietly settled,

almost to the ruin of the head cooper
;

the mandarins, not my patient, getting

the lion's share.

The beggar and the ruler.

Whilst passing through a very pub-
lic street on a hot day in June last, I

saw a young man lying in the street

perfectly destitute of clothing or cov-
ering of any kind ; there was neither a
rag nor mat over or under him. The
bystanders said that he was a dead beg-
gar ; but as the body was still warm
and a semblance of motion about the

heart, 1 persuaded with great difficulty

the bearers of a sedan to carry him to

the hospital. By means of stimulants
and cordials the poor man began to

revive, and subsequently took a little

nourishment ; but the exposure to the
sun in a starving state occasioned so

much disease that he gradually sank,
and died a few days after. On the
evening of the same day, I was called

to see Lintagin, (His Excellency Lin,)

the taut'ai of Ningpo and adjacent de-
partments. Several hours' exposure to

the sun, whilst awaiting the arrival of
the viceroy, induced a coup du soleit.

He fell to the ground, senseless and
blind. No impression could be made
upon him by the native doctors ; at

length, when there seemed no hope
for his life, application was made for

my assistance through the English
consul. In company with this gentle-

man 1 repaired to the yamun, an ex-
tensive range of buildings including
public offices, the residence of the
taut'ai and of his retinue. A deafen-
ing noise of inharmonious music greet-

ed our entrance ; and as we were ush-
ered from one hall and building to

another, the runners made cries still

less agreeable, though designed to

honor us. The patient was in a criti-

cal state ; but as we remained until a
very late hour, there was sufficient me-
lioration in his symptoms to pronounce
him out of danger. He improved day
by day, and was extravagant, even to

oriental ears, in heaping hyperbolical
honors on the " celestial physician,"
but nothing more substantial was prof-

fered. Lintagin is a Mantchou Tartar,

an amiable and intelligent man ; and
as he is young and said to be popular
at court, he is likely to be advanced to

the highest trusts in the empire. He

recollected an interview I had with
him about two years before. He was
absent from the city when Commo-
dore Biddle, acting ambassador of the

United States, visited Ningpo. The
Commodore was politely entertained
by the subordinate officers, but wished
some messages to be delivered to the
taut'ai, which he entrusted to me. I

embraced the opportunity to present
His Excellency with tracts and portions
of the bible. These he had evidently

read; and though they produced no
serious impression on his mind, he
was favorably impressed with Christ-
ianity. His proposed visit to see my
museum, apparatus, &c, was prevent-
ed by his sudden removal to the de-
partment in which Shanghai is situ-

ated whilst 1 was out of the city. He
sent his card, compliments and thanks,
on leaving.

Disregard oflife.

Though a timid people, particularly

in view of death, the Chinese neverthe-
less evince a disregard for life which is

very remarkable. This trait in their

character should be remembered by all

who may become involved in any con-
troversy with them. During the late

war, there were more suicides of offi-

cers and women than has been sup-
posed by foreigners generally. It is

true, that women were drowned by
their husbands and parents, but very
many females committed voluntary su-

icide. To vex an opponent, to elude
a debt, or to escape punishment, they
will often destroy themselves. One of
my neighbors, quite a young man, poi-

soned himself by taking opium, merely
because he lost money in gambling,
and to mulct the winner for coffin and
funeral expenses, who, being the in-

direct cause of the deetl, was obliged to

defray this charge. As soon as he
was fairly dead, I was sent lor, to use
my stomach pump. It is a very com-
mon practice, and I have many long,

bootless journeys in consequence,—the
patients usually being dead before the

messenger is despatched for me. On
two points I am sure to be deceived,

viz. :—the distance to which I shall

have to travel, and the state of my pa-
tient. It is always said to be near, and
the patient to have life in him. Vil-

lage after village is passed, canals fol-

lowed till the boats stick in the mud,
then come bridges, long, narrow, wind-
ing paths through rice fields ; until

strength and patience are exhausted,
long before the house is reached. I
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now require them always to provide a
sedan, which lessens the fatigue; but
my meals and sleep are trespassed
upon without mercy. One of the rem-
edies recommended for poisoning with
opium, is flagellation

; which one is

strongly tempted to employ in some
cases with no homeopathic scruples.

Children sometimes alarm their pa-
rents by threatening, attempting, and
not unfrequently committing suicide,

because something is denied them.
Nothing can be more distressing to

a Chinaman than the bare possibility

of being deprived of his offspring,

who are to sacrifice to his manes.
In dealing with Chinese, they are to

be treated like children, with unflinch-
ing firmness and yet with gentle kind-
ness. A carpenter, who had done a
large amount of work for the mission,

failed in his contract in several impor-
tant particulars, and his bill was cor-

respondingly mutilated when put into

my hands. For several weeks he be-

sieged my house, clamorous for the

whole amount he had claimed. Find-
iug that all his arguments and entreaty

produced no impression, he came one
day and said that, unless he was paid,

and paid at once, he would forthwith

drown himself in the river before my
door. This threat would, perhaps,

have "squeezed" a part of his de-
mands, if he had made it to a native.

When he was advised to " hold on a
few weeks until warm weather," and
admonished that he might " take a

coid" in carrying out his threat, he
turned away in tolerably good humor,
and has given no trouble since.

It is not a year since that a painful

circumstance, showing a disregard of

life, came under my notice at the vil-

lage of Mausan in this district,—there

was a disturbance on account of a pro-

cession in honor of the god of the

earth. The leaders of the ceremony
refused to parade in front of a certain

hamlet, the inhabitants of which had

an undoubted claim to all the benefits

which the idol might strew in its

course. A fight ensued; one man was
killed and two dangerously wounded,
the idol itself not escaping rude treat-

ment. When the circumstances of the

murder came before the mandarins, a

man named Tang presented himself

as the guilty person. He was a poor

field laborer, and knew so little of the

murder that it was not easy to teach

him to act his part. For the sum of

$"210, which the guilty parties had sub-

scribed, this innocent man was ready
'

to die. Happily for him, the manda-
rins coveted the money, appropriated
it amongst themselves, and refused to

receive him as a substitute. The mur-
derers, who had lost their money and
were still in danger of losing their

heads, were obliged to sell all they
had, to ruin themselves and their

whole clan, not to satisfy justice, but
the cupidity of the officers of justice.

It is so common in China for the in-

nocent to suffer for the guilty, that the
doctrine of the atonement is readily

comprehended when stated to the peo-
ple. The universal venality of the
public officers in this country is owing,
in part, to their salaries being wholly
inadequate to their proper support;
and it is not regarded as heinous by
the emperor, nor disgraceful by the
people, unless carried to excess.

Cure of opium smokers.

Moved by the frequent appeals made
for aid by the victims of this destruc-

tive habit, I have been endeavoring for

a long time to devise a course of medi-
cal treatment for their relief. A re-

markable degree of success has at-

tended these efforts, and I am now
able to point to more than fifty persons
formerly addicted to this form of intox-

ication, who are now sober, healthy,

happy men. The reformation of this

unfortunate class is regarded as such a
hopeless work, that a missionary of
very long experience in China writes

me he would never admit to church
membership one who had been ad-
dicted to opium smoking. Could he
see some of my patients, he could not

but alter his opinion as to the possi-

bility of the change. Some of these

have been reformed for nearly two
years. One of them has been an ear-

nest applicant for baptism for nine
months past, and is a diligent reader of
the sacred volume. Those cured form
only about one third of the number
treated. Many applicants turn away
without undergoing any treatment at

all ; instead of some charm, they find

very hard terms imposed for their

cure. One of these is the delivery of
the pipe. I have now a box full of
these implements of death, which I

am anxious to send home as curiosi-

ties. For some days the more aggra-

vated cases seemed to be on the

threshold of the grave ; when stimu-

lants, tonics and words of encourage-
ment need to be administered very

freely ; the latter may be pushed to

any extent, with stronger language and
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in a louder tone as the patient's strength

fails him. A week or so after the

commencement of the treatment, an
improvement takes place, which qui-

nine and good food conduct to health.

The cases possess interest in a medical
point of view, but a general statement
will suffice here. In some cases the

relatives of the opium smoker keep
him as a prisoner whilst under treat-

ment, lest he shoidd resort to the pipe
again. The landlord of our chapel
was cured whilst under domestic du-
ress. He frequently appealed to his

wife and mother "just to let him have
a single whiff;" but they well knew
that a compliance would certainly

procure his discharge from my care,

and he called in vain. One case some-
what similar, of which I had strong
hopes, had nearly weathered the point,

when his children, moved by his en-
treaties, got up at night and gratified

him, by which he was undone. A
single trial only is allowed, except in

very, few cases; and as this is known
to the applicants, they nerve themselves
to the trial as their only chance of es-

cape. There does not appear to be
that hankering after the pipe in the

reformed smoker, which is felt by the

reformed drunkard after his cups. The
resolution and fortitude exhibited by
those cured, are extraordinary, putting

to the blush (if it be practicable,) the

tobacco chevvers, some of whom pro-

fess anxiety to be rid of the filthy habit.

Some of my patients have been from
distant provinces. Two brothers, late-

ly cured, have importuned me to visit

Hang-chau, the celebrated gay capital

of this province. Invitations have been
given by others, but this was most
pressing. In my absence from town
the other day, a man called who lives

in Ts'zki, and offered to rent a room
on reasonable terms for mission pur-

poses. We have long contemplated
adopting that city as an out-station,

and the time seems to have arrived to

make the attempt. It is remarkable
for its wealth and for the literary char-

acter of its inhabitants ;
though beyond

the limits assigned to foreigners, we
visit it without molestation from officers

or people. The Romanists have many
adherents there.

My duties being so various and
onerous, I have found it necessary to

engage, in behalf of the Medical Mis-

sionary Society, a native physician to

assist me in prescribing. He is con-

stantly at the dispensary, and has had

sufficient instruction to attend to a

vol. xxix. 4

large number of the daily applicants.

Besides this, he is required to teach a
school, which now contains a dozen
scholars, who spend half their time
studying or committing to memory
Christian books. Some of the lads

are very intelligent, and profess to de-

spise idol worship.

Proper mission work.

So much of this communication has
been taken up with remarks of a pro-

fessional character, that little room is

left for a notice of the most, the all-

important part of my work, that to

which the above is subordinate and
subsidiary. Did I not practise my pro-

fession, I could not address a quarter

of the number I now do. Besides the

ordinary services of the Sabbath and
the bible class, there is never wanting
opportunity to address a crowd of pa-

tients and bystanders, on the healing

and saving truths of God's word. Some
of the applicants for baptism wear
well ; the conduct of others shows that

it is well their requests were deferred.

They often inquire how it is that be-

lievers were baptized by the apostles

so soon after declaring their faith
;

they might be told that the apostles

had no Chinamen to deal with. For
the fruit of our labors amongst these

people we wait in hope, a hope which
cannot but be realized if fervent and
unceasing prayer be made for that end
to the Lord of the harvest.

Siam.—Letter of Mr. Jones.

Mr. Jones writes from Bangkok, under

date of Aug. 3, 1848 :—

Resumption of missionary labor—Dismantled
state of the mission—Civil commotions.

It will be no matter of surprise to

you that, after an absence of two and
a half years from home, and a return

under circumstances widely different

from those in which I left Bangkok,
there would be many arrangements to

be made which would require much
time. Br. Jencks was gone ; br. God-
dard and family, enfeebled and worn
down, were to be despatched in search

of health,—the hot season just com-
mencing, many calls were to be made
and received,—the distribution ofbooks

and conversation with visiters fallingen-

tirelyon me,—correspondences renew-

ed, &c, &c. Soon troubles rose in the

country, from the rebellion of the Chi-

nese on the west. These were scarce-
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]y settled when a more serious disturb-

ance arose at tlie east, which resulted

in the destruction, it is said, of many
thousand Chinese, and the plunder
and confiscation of their property. As
another result, the Chinese who were
not concerned in these transactions

are compelled to suffer all manner of
indignities from evil-disposed Siamese,
and an appeal to the officers of govern-

ment holds out to them only the pros-

pect of further fleecing. Then a ru-

mor spread that an English frigate

and war steamer were on their way
to visit Siam: this threw the whole
city into agitation for a week or ten

days; military preparations of every
kind were going on ; for the Siamese
were determined that no English gov-

ernment vessel should come up their

river. As the vessels did not come,
the people gradually settled into a

calm.

Consecration of a wat— Idol offerings not
" without cost."

Another affair, which has been con-

sidered of great importance, was the

consecration of a wat, on which, or

rather on the repairs and beautifying

of which, the royal treasures have been
most lavishly expended for the last

fifteen years. However extravagant

it may seem, it is, in my opinion, un-
questionably true, that more than twice

as much wealth has been expended on
it as upon Girard's College ! The ma-
terials have been costly, and from 2,000
to 5,000 men almost constantly em-
ployed for fifteen years. But at the

consecration extraordinary sums were
lavished,— many thousand pieces of

silk and crape were given to the priests
;

fireworks of unspared expense were
prepared ; all manner of ornaments
manufactured from cloth and paper,

gilt and painted, were furnished ; men
collected from all the provinces, and

every nobleman, with all his retinue of

almost countless servants, were kept in

attendance for seven days ; and it was
rumored that the king designed to

empty his treasury in largesses on the

occasion. This was unquestionably

not done ; but it is certain that an im-
mense amount of gold and silver coins

were disbursed among the people. It

was generally inserted in oranges,

limes and other fruits, and then tossed,

not unfrequently by the king's own
hand, about into the crowds of myriads

;

and it is reported that several lost their

lives, being crushed to death in the

scramble for the king's gifts.

of Mr. Jones. |Jai».

Printing operations—Tract distribution.

These commotions rendered it im-

possible to procure men to work with

any degree of regularity in our prints

ing and foundry departments. For
two or three months, therefore, every

thing dragged. Those parts of the

New Testament which were printed

off, before 1 left here in lci45, were
nearly all distributed. We had no
tracts of any consequence. We de-

signed, and the mission voted, to print

a new edition of the New Testament
at once ; but the facts above stated de-

layed the commencement of the work
for several weeks; when, considering

that an edition of 3,000 copies of Mat-
thew and Mark, separately, had just

been put in circulation, it seemed very

desirable to have something of Old
Testament history to render those in-

telligible. We, therefore, concluded to

commence a new edition of Old Tes-

tament Biography. This was accord-

ingly done ; and an extra edition of

Joseph and Moses, 2,000 copies, has

been struck off, and we are now dis-

tributing them. The whole work will

be in two parts. The first part, to

David, is nearly completed ; and then
we design to leave the second part till

we have printed the third edition of

Acts, as we very much need some au-

thentic history of the early propagation

of Christianity. The Old Testament
Biography completed, we shall have
published 23,000 copies of Joseph and
Moses. Mr. Chandler has also pub-
lished three or four numbers of a
series of very small tracts under the

title of " Moral and Religious Stories."

As we have not a sufficient variety of
books of our own for judicious distri-

bution, we have borrowed many from
our brethren of the other mission, to

repay page for page. I have also pre-

pared a new tract on the credibility

and claims of Christianity. Of this,

more hereafter.

Daily avocations—Candidates for baptism

—

Helpers fail.

Revising, examining proofs and book
distribution, with the frequent conver-
sations and discussions in which I am
engaged, occupy most of my time.

Daily worship conducted by me is

generally attended by about twenty
persons, large and small

;
Sunday wor-

ship, by twenty-five to forty. Mr.
Chandler also conducts daily Siamese
worship in his family. The Chinese
church and assistants, in the absence
of dear br. Goddard, claim some of
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my time and attention. Miss Morse's
attention is mostly engrossed in study-

ing the language. Mrs. Jones, with all

her native elasticity, is engaged in

teaching a school of eight or ten hoys,

from 9 to 3 o'clock, and two or three

young men in the evening. Her health

has been excellent. 1 have had no se-

rious illness, hut begin to find my
vigor failing. In one or two instances,

when 1 have gone out upon other busi-

ness, I have taken tracts with me, but

have not l)een out at all for that spe-

cific purpose. We can distribute faster

than we can print, at our own houses;
and here we have better opportunities

for conversation.

The general readiness to read and
converse on our religion, is greater

than I have ever before known. One
old man, a Peguan, who has been in

the employ of Mr. Chandler a good
deal for the last three years, gives

us very good reason to hope that the

truth has made a permanent lodgment
in his heart ; and we hope, at no distant

day, to add him to the church by bap-
tism. Hongkit, the Chinese assistant,

who leads the services in Chinese dur-

ing br. Goddard's absence, conducting
daily worship, and preaching regularly

on Sunday, and making daily excur-

sions about the city, reports two more
Chinese as recipients of the faith, and
anxious to join themselves to the peo-

ple of God. As we hope br. G. may
return soon, we have thought best to

defer receiving them for a time. Chek
Suan, who has been employed to give

what instruction he could at Ban-
chang, reports also two men of whom
he has great hope that they have pass-

ed from death unto life.

The small company of disciples at

Leng-kia-chu, so far as ] can learn, re-

main steadfast ; but who shall visit and
regulate and thoroughly instruct at

Ban-chang, Leng-kia-chu and Maha-
chai? The teacher here does very

well ; but he feels and we feel that

some one should instruct him in the

way of God " more perfectly." But
who can do it? He knows only

enough Siamese for the commonest
occasions ; and we have no interpre-

ters on whom we can rely; and could

we rely on any, where should we find

the time and strength for it ? We do
not feel discouraged; but our hearts

are oppressed. Jencks gone ; Goddard
gone ; our prospects of two or three

new missionaries cut down .to one, and
our past experience teaching doubt in

regard to even one ; the door opening

wider every day,—the certainty before
us that skepticism in regard to Budh-
ism is rapidly spreading, and that, if

pure Christianity does not succeed,
dark and gloomy godlessness and blind

reason must, with hopeless and end-
less ruin in the train, how can we feel

otherwise than heart heavy ? Dear
brethren, what shall be done ! Ye
whose hearts are light with hopes
which the gospel inspires, tell us, what
shall be done ! Place yourselves, as

far as you can, in our circumstances,

and then ask, What would the Savior

have his people do ?

Extract from a Letter of Mr. Goddard.

Improved health of Mr. Goddard— E'roposed

voyage to Shanghai.

The friends of Mr. Goddard, and of

missions, will unite with us in thanks

to the Lord of missions for his merciful

interposition on behalf of our beloved

brother, in restoring him unexpectedly to

comparative health. Mr. G. writes from

Singapore, Aug. 21.

I thank you for your sympathy in

my case ; but the prospect is that your
fears will not be realized. My health

seems to be gradually becoming con-
firmed, and 1 think now there is as

much prospect of the continuance of
my life and health as ever. I have, for

a few Sabbaths past, conducted short

worship in Chinese, and 1 think the

weakness about my lungs is gradually
diminishing. I think the mild, even
climate of this place has been better

for me thus far than that of China,

—

the summer heat here is much less

than that in China. But I have now
come to that state in which a cold,

bracing climate will probably be useful

and sale to me. Mrs. Goddard continues
to suffer very much from disease, which
seems to have become much deeper
seated and more obstinate than 1 had
supposed. The doctor who now at-

tends her, and who is one of the most
skilful in the east, is quite confident

that he can cure her disease, though it

will take some time. He has given
her medicine, but he says "cold" is

the specific in her case, and that she
can scarcely expect a permanent cure
without bracing cold. We have, there-

fore, made arrangements, and expect
to sail to-morrow direct for Shanghai
in the Belgian bark "Reubens." The
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voyage is expected to occupy three or

four weeks.
I hope our stay at Shanghai (the seat

of translating Committees,) will not be
without its use. There are now there

the best Chinese scholars, and the best

means for my improvement or prepa-
ration, or for going on with the work.
I hope to see the Baptist missionaries

at Ningpo, both American and English
;

and perhaps br. Dean will be up there.

In these circumstances, I hope some-
thing may be done towards settling

difficult questions and coming to a

united opinion on several important
subjects, and thus towards the prepa-
ration of a version for the American
and Foreign Bible Society. I think

the hand of the Lord is plainly leading
us in the way in which we are now
going. It is not the way we set our
hearts upon, which was to return to

Siain by or before this time ; but that

way is shut up, clearly, and this way is

open. An opportunity for Shanghai at

this time was not to be expected ; but

one has opened, and we have been led

and inclined to walk in it. I am get-

ting to be more and more a believer in

the special providence of God, and in-

fluences of the Holy Spirit, which guide
the people of God step by step in the

path of duty. And this belief is one of
our greatest consolations in our wan-
derings.

Our present expectation is to return

to Siam early next summer. We do
not make any arrangements, or form
any plans, which involve a continued
separation from that mission in its

present state. But the Lord will direct.

Shawanoes.—Letter of Mr. Barker.

Death of Ealammatahkah and Chesickah.

Mr. Barker writes Nov. 13 :

—

We have to record judgments as

well as mercies at the hand of the

Lord. Very varied are the scenes

through which we have lately passed.

On the first inst. we followed to the

grave our venerable br. Ealammatah-
kah (Blackfeather). He has been justly

denominated the successor of the cele-

brated Tecumseh ; and was the first

among the Shawanoes I had the privi-

lege of leading into the baptismal

waters, about eight years ago. Since

that time there has been a marked
change in his moral deportment; hav-

ing been, among other things, thor-

oughly converted from his former hab-

its of intemperance. It is believed

that he has not even tasted ardent

spirits, since his espousal of the Chris-

tian faith. He has struggled manfully
against his easily besetting sins. This
can be described by reference to his

own very expressive and figurative

language. Speaking some time ago of

the difficulty he had of understanding

me in the language I used, he said

with a smile, " I have formerly learned

the grocery language only," wishing, by
the reference, to contrast his former
life with the purity the gospel requires.

He was triumphant in his death.

There seemed to beam upon his bright-

ened vision the glories of the upper
world. He spoke, in his last hours, of

the great assurance he felt of the truth

of the doctrines he had embraced; and
continued recommending them, ex-

horting, entreating and encouraging, to

the last. As wearied nature would
again revive a little, after a period of

exhaustion, again his lips were filled

with the praises of God. At the last

religious meeting lie attended, he spoke
with his usual energy until, fainting, he
fell upon the floor; and then reviving,

he commenced again and finished his

discourse. On the morning of his

death, he gave to each of his weeping
relatives the parting hand. He wished
them not to mourn for him, but for

themselves; and then, requesting them
to sing the hymn in his own language
expressive of the feelings of the dying
Christian, he closed his eyes, and just

as they finished he fell asleep. He
lias left behind him the pleasing re-

flection that he has gone to "the
promised land." Our church is great-

ly bereaved. This is the second time

her wounds have been made to bleed

"the present year. On the 18th of

March last, we followed to the grave

our br. Chesickah. These two were
the oldest members in the church, and
ranked among the most decided Chris-

tians in the nation.

Sickness and death in the mission family

—

Increase of the church.

We had scarce recovered from the

shock of the last bereavement when
the distressing messenger "scarlet fe-

ver" silently and unexpectedly entered

our dwelling, and in despite of all our
remedial efforts, took away one of our

mission school. This Indian boy did

not appear to be afraid to die ; for he
hoped he loved the Savior. We had
nearly all of the others, including our
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own children, sick at once; but they

are likely to get well.

Amid our afflictions God lias given re-

newed evidence that he has not with-

drawn from us his tender mercies. On
last Sahbath, notwithstanding the weath-

er was somewhat cold, we had a joyful

season. Five decided converts fol-

lowed their Savior into the watery
grave. Two others were restored, who
fiad once been members, making an ad-

dition of seven. One other person sub-

mitted himself to the watchcare of the

brethren. One member was excluded.

There is need of experimental labor

for one to understand the nature of
our trials and of our joy. If we can
literally see the darkened cloud part-

ing, we can consciously share in the

joy which it occasions. Considering
the comparatively short period during
which the Indians in this northern
section of the Indian Territory have
had the bible, we can say with some
measure of confidence, that a rea-

sonable amount of good has been
done.

fHtsccUami.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OF JUGGER-
NAUT.

The following is a Letter addressed to

the Editor of the (Eng.) Baptist

Magazine.

My Dear Sir,—I had an interview

with the chairman of the Court of India

Directors, Sir James Law Lushington, a

few days before the last Court, in which

my valued friend, John Poynder, Esq.,

brought forward a motion for the separa-

tion of the Indian government from the

Temple of Juggernaut. I laid before the

chairman various documents upon the sub-

ject, particularly the copy of an admirable

article from the Friend of India (May 11,

1848), obviating the difficulties of this

anomalous, gratuitous, and unchristian po-

sition of the British government at Jugger-

naut's temple. I was courteously re-

ceived and heard upon the subject, but not

much encouraged in reference to the re-

moval of this obnoxious grant of 23,000

rupees to the shrine of the modern Moloch

of India. The idea of pledge to support

the temple on the conquest of Orissa in

1803, is still held by some of the India

Directors and Proprietors, though most

unequivocally disproved by the secretary

of the Sudder Board of Revenue in Cal-

cutta, the Hon. W. W. Bird, &c, &c.
The principal objection now entertained is,

that this grant is in lieu of certain sayer or

variable imposts, repealed many years

since. It is remarkable that this term

sayer has never been heard in these dis-

cussions for forty years, and is not men-
tioned by Lord Auckland in his minute

abolishing the Pilgrim Tax, in November,

1838,—a proof of its small importance.

Mr. Poynder's motion is to the following

effect :

—

"That it appearing, that on the repeal of

the Pilgrim Tax at Juggernaut, together with
the abolition of the 'sayer,' the annual allow-
ance of 23,000 rupees was awarded, in conse-
quence of which the priests were precluded
from collecting their ancient fees ; and in-

asmuch as the separation of the British Court
in India from all connection with the affairs

of the Temple was the chief object of the
dispatch of the Court of Directors, dated Feb.
20, 1833, it be referred tn the Hon. Court of
Directors, to consider whether it would not
be advisable to rescind the present annual al-

lowance, and to permit the attendants at the
Temple to collect ' such fees as were hereto-
fore received under the Mahratta govern-
ment.' "

The Morning Herald thus reports the

address :
—" Mr. Poynder rose to bring

forward his motion relative to the annual
payment to the Temple of Juggernaut.

He held in his hand a large number of pe-
titions in support of his motion from Leices-

ter, Nottingham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
Boston, Leamington, Gainston, and other
places. He would ask as a favor, that the

one from Leicester be read by the secre-

tary : which was accordingly done. Ho
thought it right to say that all the other

petitions were from members of the Baptist

society. He was not himself a Baptist,

but he would remind the court, that to

that society they were indebted for most of
the translations of the scriptures that had
appeared in the oriental languages. He
did not intend to do more by this motion
than to recommend the matter to the con-
sideration of the, Court of Directors. He
thought they ought to abolish this pay-
ment, and make the priests of Juggernaut
dependent on their own votaries. The
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hon. gentleman quoted the opinions of sev-

eral eminent persons connected with India,

in favor of the abolition of this payment,

stating that all those who were best ad-

vised respecting the affairs of India, wished

that it was put an end to. The question

was one of great importance and solem-

nity, and was entitled to their most earnest

consideration. The motion was negatived

by the court. Mr. Poynder said, although

defeated, it would not preclude the Direc-

tors from looking into the question, and be

hoped they would do so."

Mr. Poynder says in a letter to the

writer, " Pray get me all the petitions you
can, without reference to the court which

has passed. I can use them all if I live.

I set up the Baptists again as the best

friends of India, but am ill reported on

[Jaw.

this head." Thus the motto of our

friend is, " Faint, yet pursuing." I hope

that many memorials to the Courts of India

Directors and Proprietors, may be obtain-

ed in many parts of the united empire,

against this monstrosity of our age and

country. They may be addressed to John

Poynder, Esq., South Lambeth, London.

The next quarterly court will be Dec. 27th.

A correspondent in India solemnly de-

clares, " Christian England is the main

support of idolatry in this country, and if

that support were withdrawn, idolatry

would soon fall !" Prok dolor ! &c.

Your helper in Christ,

James Peggs.
Burton-on-Trent, Oct. 6, 1848.

[Bap. Mag.

Notices from Missions.—Maulmain.

American Baptist filissionani ftnion.

Notices from Missions.

Assam.—Return of Mr. and Mrs. Bronson.

It is stated on another page of this num-

ber, that Mr. and Mrs. Bronson are about

to return to the United States. At the last

dates it was expected they would leave

Nowgong soon after the 1st of October for

Calcutta ; whence they were to take pas-

sage for Boston in the ship Cato, which

sailed from this port last autumn with mis-

sionaries for Airacan and Tavoy. Their

arrival in this country, if Providence favor,

may be looked for about the time of the

next annual meeting of the Union. The

immediate cause of their return is the fail-

ure of Mrs. Bronson's health, although the

health of Mr. Bronson has also been

greatly prostrated.

The following extract from a letter of

Mrs. Bronson will show the necessity of

the proposed measure, and also with what

feelings this last resort of the disabled mis-

sionary is anticipated. Mrs. B. writes,

Your kind and sympathizing letter

of Nov., 1847, came to hand early in

this year. It found me on a bed of

sickness and apparently on the verge

of the grave. After months of suffer-

ing, I am ouce more raised up, and

am able to move about and superin-
tend my family affairs a little. But
my system is sadly shattered, and, in

all human probability, will never re-

cover the shock it has received, in this

enervating climate. This leads us to

contemplate a change, in hopes of a
restoration to health, without which
nothing can be done in our high and
precious work. Could those who cen-
sure the frequent returns of mission-
aries know the heart-rending trial this

is to us, (and it is probably the same to

all missionaries,) their censures would
be modified by sympathy. Were only
my own life and happiness concerned,
how cheerfully, how gladly would I

linger and suffer on here, if it was my
Heavenly Father's will so to appoint.
But, on the contrary, my dear husband
is hindered in his labors, and we live

on, unable to do any thing for the
cause. But by a timely change, the
probability is that health will be re-

stored, and we be permitted to labor
yet for years to come. From my heart
I can say, Here, on these dark shores,

is my home. My heart is here, to live

and labor and die among this dear
people.

Maulmain.—Baptism of Karens.

Mr. Binney writes from Maulmain, June

21, " There is an interesting state of
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things in the Karen church at Newton.

Twenty were baptized last Sabbath, five

of whom are pupils of the Normal School."

Burmans not impervious to the gospel.

Under date of Sept. 22, Mr. Howard

says, " The Lord is fast opening the ears

of the Burmans to hear the gospel. Let

divine truth be poured in, and the prayer

of faith be offered, and we shall surely see

the work of the Lord."

China.—Health of the missionaries.

Mr. Johnson, under date of Hongkong,

Sept. 25, says, " I have just received let-

ters from br. Dean, dated Shanghai, 19th

Sept. He writes that he is still improving

in health, and hopes that his trip and a short

stay at Ningpo may wholly restore him.

He was to leave for Ningpo, on the eve-

ning of the 19th.

" Letters have just come in, too, from

br. Macgowan. Br. Lord and family have

been sick, but are now convalescent. Br.

Macgowan had been down with fever, but

was recovering. Br. Dean had remained

at Shanghai on account of the sickness at

Ningpo. It has been quite sickly there

this summer."

Greece.—Mr. Arnold writes from Corfu,

Nov. 8. " Interesting events are trans-

piring in Zante, and here also I meet with

some encouragement. The attendance

upon my Greek preaching is improved in

numbers, character and interest."

DONATIONS

Received in November, 1848.

Maine.

East Thomaston, J. Wakefield 25,00
Jonesport, I st ch. 2,00
Wiscasset, John Sylvester 5,00

New Hampshire.

Washington, Benjamin Smith,
to cons. Rev. Stephen Combs
L. M., 150,00

Piermont, Mrs. Ruth Spencer 1,00
Portsmouth, Mrs. McDimick 5,00

32,00

156,00

Vermont.

Royalton, M. N. 2,C0
Hardwiclt, Rev. Marvin Grow 25,00
Fairfax, I. D. l'arnsworth 10,00

37,00

Massachusetts.

Medford, ch. 5,30; Rev. Geo.
F. Danforth 1,00, 6,30

Boston, Union ch., mon.
con., Geo. W. Chipman
tr., 16,1 1 ; Infant sch.

class 1,50, 17,61
do., Samuel Hill, to cons.
James W. Hill L. M., 100.00

do., Bowdoin .Square ch.,

Board of Benev. Op-
erations, W. C. Reed tr., 26,57

144,18
Lowell, 1st ch., mon. con., J. A.
Brabrook tr., 29,40 ; Fern.
Miss. Soc, to cons. Mrs.
Elizabeth Eddy L. M., 100,00, 129,40

Wendell Asso., Job Frye tr., to

cons. Rev. Baxter Newton
L. M., 105,69

Brookline, ch., mon. con., to

cons. Hezekiah Shailer L. M., 100,00
Lynn.ch. 55,00
Taunton Green, ch., H. W.

Coggeshall 2,00
Beverly, "a disciple," to cons.
Mrs. Mary L. O. B. Flanders
L. M., 100,00

642,57

Rhode Island.

Providence, anonymous friends,
for the Karen Miss., 500,00

do., South ch., Sab. school, I. E.
Razee tr., 50,00

Connecticut.

Sufrield, Fem. Miss. Soc. of
Con. Literary Inst., for sup. of
two children in the Karen
Normal School at Maulmain,
to be named Joseph and La-
vinia Parker, 10,00

Hartford, Mrs. Elizabeth Rob-
erts 5,00

550,00

15,00

New York.

Franklin Asso., W. Stilsnn tr.,

43,08 ;
Chatauque Asso., L.

Forbes tr., 4,12 ; Dutchess
Asso., I. Germain tr., 80,94 ;

Harmony Asso., I. B. Burrows
tr., 20,99,

New Jersey.

New Jersey State Convention,
P. P. Runyan tr., viz.— Bridge-
ton, ch. 43,00

;
Cohansey, ch.

82,00; Canton, ch. 16,47;
Trenton and Lamberton, ch.

38,58 ;
do., a member 20,00 ;

Hightstown 46,93 ; do. Ladies
of ch. and cong., to educate a

heathen youth to be named
George Young, 33,00 ; Bur-
lington, ch., mon. con., 21,15;
Sab. school, for Indian Miss.,

33,72 ; Youths' Benev. Soc.
7,51 ; Pemberton, ch. 31,22;
Upper Freehold 26,10; Mount
Holly, ch. 30,00

;
Moorestown,

ch. 8,39; Middletown, 1st ch.

49,00 ; Nottingham Square,
ch. 10,00; Sandy Ridge, ch.

149,13
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3,23; Freehold, ch. 30,31 ;

Pen's Neck 22,00 ;
Wantage,

1st ch. 6,79: Lambertville, ch.

4,00; Trenton, 2d ch. 10,37;
Haddonfield, ch. 29,58; Cam-
den, mon. con. 17,81 ; Sab.
school 10,00 ; Infant school
5,71 ;

Elizabethtown, ch. 7,75 ;

Middletown, 2d ch. 25.00;
Pittsgrove, ch. 15,87; Mullica
Hill 9,00; Salem, ch. 14,62;
Cedarville, ch. 8.59 ; Mill-
ville, ch. 5,25; Woodstown,
ch. 6,78 ; Sussex Co. Asso.
22,4.5; sundries 8.23; col. at

State Conv. 40,67 ;
per Kev.

G. S. Webb, agent,

Pennsylvania.

Kidley. ch. 6,33; .New Britain,

ch. 25,00
;

Philadelphia, 3d
ch. 20,00; Clinton, ch. 1,21 ;

Newtown, ch., Fern. For. Miss.
Soc

, 9,25 ; per Rev. G. S.

Webb, agent.

East Sinithfield, ch. and soc,
Samuel Farwell tr.,

15ridgewater Asbo., M. S. Wil-
son tr.,

Ohio.

Wooster Asso., B. Miller tr.,

28.11 ; col. 7,45; Salem, ch.,

ladies, 10,05 ;
Canaan, ch., la-

dies, 50c; East Union, ch.,

ladies, 75c. ; Wooster, ch.

8,61,

Seneca Asso., viz. — Reed, ch.

4,51; Lodi, ch. 2,00; Attica,

ch. 1,00,

Huron Asso., viz.—J. Ricky 1,00;

Peru, ch. 4,95 ;
Townsend,

ch. 5,74 ; Berlin, ch. 5,00 ;

Norwalk, ch. 19,63,

Cash
To cons. Rev. Ceorsre W. Ful-

ler L. M., per Rev. S. B.

Webster,

Indiana.

Sugar Creek, ch., mon. con.,

11,00; Mount Pleasant, 2d
ch., Wm. Law, 1,00; Frank-

lin, Sab. school, for Assam
Orphan School, 3,40 ; Alex.

McKee Fairbanks 50c. ; Cur-

rie's Prairie Asso. 11.87; La-

fayette, Mr. Hubbard 50c. ;

James Brown 2,00; per Rev.

S. G. Miner, agent,

Wayne, 1st ch.

Illinois.

Lowell
Jacksonville 5,82; General Asso.,

col. 16,74; do., per W. W.
Watson tr., (of which #100 is

to cons. Rev. Norman War-
riner L. M.,) 126,35; watch
sold 10,00 ;

per Rev. S. G
Miner, agent,

Chicago, 1st ch., to cons. Sam-
uel Hoard L. M.,

Washington, ch.

Salem Asso., Oquawka,

806,03

Iowa.

Bloomington, ch. 2,50

61,84

20,00

35,00
166,34

55,17

7,51

36,32

,70

100,00

35.27

2,00

,27

3,00

153,91

100,00

3,45

7,30

Legacy.

Estate of Joseph Fielding, late

of the Afriran Mission, per S.

Peck executor, in part,

£2972,05

100,00

277,66

$3072,05

Total from April 1 to Nov. 30, 541,094,79.

ILf The Treasurer also acknowledges the
receipt of §5,000 from anonymous friends in

Rhode Island. " to be expended in addition to

all appropriations that would otherwise be
made," for the purpose of increasing or
giving " greater efficiency to the existing fa-

cilities for preaching the gospel to the Ka-
rens."

BOXES OF CLOTHING, &.C,

From Aug. 29 to Nov. 7, 1843.

Me., South Berwick, per Mrs. L. G.
Clarke, for African Mission, a box of
clothing, 52,07

N. H., New Boston, Fem. Miss. Soc,
per Mrs. Brown, for Assam Mission,
a box of clothing, 2C,00

do., Hampton Falls, Ladies' Miss. Soc,
per P. D.Valentine sec, for distribu-

tion, a box of clothinz, 30,00
Mass., Charlestown, Judson Miss. Soc.

of 1st Bap. ch., for Miss M. Vinton,
a parcel containing children's clo-

thing, &.c, 7,50
do., Boston, Bowdoin Square Miss.

Circle, for Miss M. Vinton and Mrs.
Cutter, two boxes of sundries.

do., do., Dea. Thomas Richardson, for

mission chapel at Sibsagar, Assam,
delivered to Mrs. Brown, a pair of
solar lamps, fee,

do., Old Cambridge, Ladies' Fem. Miss.
Soc, per J. G. Coolidge sec, for

Rev. A. Bingham, a box of clothing,

&.c, 35,73
R. I., Newport, 2d Bap. ch. and soc,

per VV. Stevens, for Rev. C. Barker,
a box of clothing, 30,00

Con., New London, Mrs. H. Thomp-
son, for Tavoy Mission, a box of
medicines, 79,56

Vt., Bratlleboro', Ladies of Bap. cong.,

for distribution, a box of clothing, 16,00
N. Y., Livingston Asso., sundries, re-

ported by Mrs. Osgood, ,33

do., Genesee Asso., do. do., 6,67
do., Steuben Asso., from Mrs. H. M.

Haliday, for Mrs. Jndson, a parcel

containing a dress pattern, 2,00

do., New York city, Executive Com-
mittee of Am. Tract Soc, by request
of Mrs. Dibble, for Burman Mission,
twenty Dibble's Thoughts on Mis-
sions, bound.

do., do., per W. S. Packer, Esq., for

R.ev. E. B. Cross, a box of clothing,

&c.
do., do , Am. and For. Bible Soc, for

use of missionaries of Tavoy, a bible,

sup. ex. morocco, 7,50

III., Belvidere. relations and friends,

for Mrs. Beecher, a box of clothing,

Ike.










